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' now infleſſhe but in ſpyꝛyte yfchzyſtcab 
therfoꝛe myne hertly beloued ſpſtcr in 
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uintohisryght cntperly beloued ſyſter in 
chꝛyſt Joyeute Leygh Chomas moze 
gretyng in our lozꝛde. 


TE: andof longetymehath bene my well be⸗ 


loued ſyſter a cuſtome in the begynnynge ot 


newe yere frendes to ſende betwene pꝛeſentes oꝛ gyl⸗ 
c 


tes / as the wytneſſes of they; loue and frendeſhyp 


al ſygnyſpenge that they deſpꝛe eche to other that 
pere a good contynuance and pꝛoſperous ende ol that 4 
lucky byg vnnynge. But communely allthole neten 
tts that are vſedcuſtomably all in this maner betWe - 
ne frendes to be ſente: be ſuche thynges as pertayne 
ontiy vnto the body tyther tobe fedoz to becledde 02. 
ſome otherwyſe delyted: by whiche Hit ſemeth that 


theyꝛ frendſhyp is but flefſhely e ſtrettheth in maner 
to the body oncly. But foz afmoche as the loue amps 
te ot chꝛyſten folke ſholde be rather gooſty frendſhyp 


then bodely:ſyth p all fapthfull people ate rathet ĩpys 
ttituall then carnall. Foꝛ as thapoſtle ſeyt 7 
m vs. 


d luckt ot 
this uewe pere haut ſent vou ſuche a pꝛelent as maye 


bere wytnes of my tendꝛe loue v ; eie to the happy con 


tynuaunte and gracyouſe encrtace ot vertue in pour 


ſoule:and where as the gittes ofother folke declare 


they wyſſheth they: frendrs to be woꝛdly foꝛtunate 
myne teſtylytth » A delyꝛeto haue pou godly pſpes 
rous, Theſe werkes moꝛe pfitable then large were 
madeilaten by one Johñ pic® erleof miradula a loꝛd 


chyp in Italy of whole connynge e ůᷣtue ve nede hire c 
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 ts(ucheoneas foꝛ your vertue and ferucnt zete to god 


nothinge to fpeke fo; aſmoche as here after we peruſe 


the coutſe ok his holelyferather altex our lytel power 
fenderly then afterhis merites uffycictly. The wer 

nes are ſuche that trucip good ſyſtcr Jluppoleofthe 

quantyte there tometh none in pour hande moze pꝛo⸗ 


fitable:nepther to thachyuynge ot temperaunte in ps 
ſperite/noʒ to Þ purchalynge ot᷑ pacience in aduerſute/ 
noz to the dyſp eof woꝛldly vanyte / noz to the de 


ſyiynge ol heuenip felycyte-/whiche werkes J wolde 
gladlp to retepue: ne Were hit ỹ they bet 
ſuchethat foz the goodly mater (hom ſo euer they be 


re qupꝛe you 


traflated)map deipte pleaſe ony perſone that hathe 
— — ſelke 


can not but toyoudy recepue ony thynge that mcanes 
ly ſowneth eyther to the repꝛoche of vyce commendas 


cyonof bertueoz honouxe and laudeof god who pzes 
ſerue pou; gd Mok A WENT hh 
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; CThelpfcof Johũ pitus Exit ot Pirandula. 


Ct 


SD Ohan Picus of the faders ſyde deſcendedof 


Picus by whom all the Aunceſtres ofthis Johñ Pts 
cus vndoubtedly bere that name. But We ſhal let his 


aunceſtres paſſe to whome (though they wereryght 
excellent) he gaue agayne as mochec honour as he re⸗ 
cepucd. And we ſhal ſpeke of hym ſelfe reherlynge in 

parte his lernynge and his vertue. Foztheſe be the 
thynges whiche maye accompte foꝛ our owne-of whi 
che eucry man is moꝛe pꝛopꝛely to be comeded then ot 


P noblcncs of his aunceſtres:whoſe honoure maketh 


vs not honozable.Fozeyther they were them ſelfe ver 


tuouſco2 not:yt᷑ not /then had they none honour them 


ſel fe had they neuer ſo grete poſſeſſyons: fo: honoure 


is the rewardeof vertue. Ind how may they clayme 


the rewarde p pꝛopꝛely longeth to vertue: yftheyla 
the vertue that Þ re warde longeth to. Then yf them 


ſeifẽ had none honour: how m ght they leue to theyꝛ 


heyꝛes pthpnge whiche they had not them ſelfe/on p 


other ſyde yf they be vertuous ⁊ ſo cõſequently honos 
rable / yet maye they not leue theyꝛ honoure to vs as 


enheretauncc: no moꝛe then the vertue that them ſellk 


were honourable foz. Foz neuer the moꝛe noble be we 


᷑toꝛ theyz noblenes: yf our ſelfe lak thoſe thynges fo 
which they were noble. But rather the moze Worſhip =» 


ful that our aunceſtres were / the moꝛe vile and ſham; 
full be We: yt we declyne from p ſteppes oktheyz woꝛ⸗ 


cyypfullipuynge: p clerebcautyof Whole vertue ma⸗ 


Pytꝰ * . ä J. iii. 


| Og %,-\the wozthy lynageof themperoure Conſtan⸗ 
-.£jtync by ancucwof the ſayd Emperour called 


7. 
— — 
. 


kith the darkeſpotteof our vyte the more eupdently 
toappcrexto be p moꝛe marked. But Pic? of whom 
welpeke was hun ſelfe ſo honozable/foz Þ grete plen⸗ 
tuouſe habundaũte of all ſuche vertues /p pollclſpon 
wherok very honoure foloweth (as a ſhadowe folos 


with a body) p he was toallthemy aſpyzetohouour 


a very ſpectacle in whole cõdycvons as in a clere pul⸗ 
liſhed myr2our they myght beholde in what poyntes 
very honour ſtondeth: whole merucylous connpnge 
_  Eexcellente vertue though mp rude lernynge be kerre 
vnableſuffyciently to expꝛeſſe: yet foz as moche as pt 
no mã ſholde do hit but he p might ſufficiently do hit: 


no man ſholde do hit / x better it were to be vnſufficict = 


lp done then vtterly vndone. J ſhal therfoze as I can 
-bzefcly reherſe pou his hole lyke: at the leeſt wple to 
gyue ſome other man here after (5 tan do hit better) 
occaſyon to take hit in hande when hit ſhall happely 
greue hym to ſe the lye ot ſuche an excellent connyng. | 
man ſo kerre vnkonnyngly zyten 
. ( Oktyis parentes and 
, tymceok his byzth. 1 | 1 
Hß pere ot our lozde god, Y. CCC C. lxiu. iꝰ 
the ſeconde beynge than the generall vytare ok 
chzyſte in his chyꝛche: and Frederyk the thyꝛde ofß 
name rulyngethe emppꝛe this noble man was boꝛne 
the laſt chylde ol his mother Julya/a woman comen 


ofanobleſtok/his father hyght John frgunaſealos— {| 


de ol grete honoure and auctozite, , 7; 


[ Okthe wondꝛethat appered 
pekoze his byꝛtyh. 


his byꝛthe / there appered afyery garlande 
ſtanoynge ouer Þ chaumbze of his mother whyle ſhe 
trauelled x ſodenly vanyſſhed awap: which apparẽ⸗ 
ce was peraduenture a token that he whiche ſholde ỹ 
houre in the cõpauye ok moꝛtall men be boꝛne: in the 
perkeccion of vnderſtandynge ſholde be lyke p perkyte 
kygure of that rounde tyꝛcle oꝛ garlande and that his 
excellent name ſholde rounde aboutethecyꝛcle of this 
hole woꝛld be magnyfyed whoſe mynde ſholde al way 
as the fyze aſpyꝛe vpwarde to heuenlythynge. Ind 
whole fyꝛy eloquence ſholde w an ardent hert in tyme 
to come whozſhip ⁊ p2ayle almighty god with all his 
ſtrength. Ind as Þ flame ſodenly vaniſſhyd ſo ſholde 
this fyꝛe ſone frome p even of moztal people be hydde 
we haue oftyntymes red that ſuche vnknowen and 
ſtraũge tokens hathe gone befoꝛeoꝛ foloweth the nas 
tyupteſe ot excellente wyle and vertuouſe men depar⸗ 
tynge (as hit were andby goddes comaundement 
ſeuerpnge the cradpls of ſuche ſpecyallchyld2en fro 
tcõpanp ok other ofthe comune loꝛte. And ſhewynge ỹ 
they be boꝛne to the accheuynge ok ſame grete thyng. 
But to pallcouer other. The grete lapnt ambꝛoſe: a 


ſWarmeok bees flewe aboute his mouth in his cradle 


t ſome entred in to his mouthe and after pᷣ yſſupnge 


out agapne and fleynge vp on hyghe hydyngethem 


lelfe amonge the cloudes clcaped bothe p ſyght ok his 
father and ot all them that were p2eſent / whiche pꝛo⸗ 


noſtycacyon one Paulin? makynge mocheok:expow⸗ 


ned it to lignyfye to vs the lwete hony combes of his 


AI qgctueplouſe ſyght was there ſeene befoꝛe 


piclaunt Wzytynge: whiche ſholde ſhewe out the cele⸗ 
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ſtiall gyktes ot god x ſholde lyte vp the mynde okmen 
from erthe in to heuen. "© 

* Ok his perlone. ; 

1 E was ok keturt and ſhappe ſemely and beaute⸗ 

ous-of ſtature goodly ⁊ hyghe: of ſleſſhe tendꝛe 

and ſofte / his vyſage loucly and fayꝛe / his coloure 

white entermengled w comely ruddes / his eyen gray 


and quicke ot loke / his teth white and cucn/his hecre | 


pcloweandnottoptked. | 
| Ok his lettynge foꝛthe to lcole 
and ſtudy in humanyte, 


der 5 oe and goucrnaunceof his mother 
he was ſet to mapſters ⁊ to lernynge:where 
with lo ardent mynde he labozed the ſtudyes of hu⸗ 
manite:p with ſhoꝛte whyle he was (and notwith 
out a cauſe) accompted amonge the chyck Ozatours 


and Poctes of that tyme in lernynge meruaylouſly 
ſwytte and ot ſo redy a wyt / that Þ verſis whiche he 


herde ones red: he wolde agayne bothe foꝛ warde and 
bakwarde to the grete wonder ok the herers rcherſe/ 
and ouer that wolde holde hit inſure remembzaunce 
whiche in other folkes wonte comenly to happen con⸗ 
trary. Foꝛ they pare ſwyfte in takyng be oftentymes 
ſowe in remembꝛynge / and they ỹ with moꝛe labour 
t dyffytulte receyue hit: moꝛe faſt c ſuerely holde hit. 

Ok his ſtudy in Canone. 


A the fourctene pere of his age by the tom: 


rmaundement ok his mother ( whiche longed vez 


re ſoʒeto haue hym pꝛeeſt) he departed to Bononye to 
ſtudy in p lawes otthe chyꝛche / Whichewhanhchad 
two pere taſted / perteyuynge that thefacultelepned 
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to nothinge but onely 


| as well in logie and phülocophye as dyuynpte / with 


| tradiclong andozdinauns 
tes: his mynde fyll —— he not his tyme 


therin foz in that two pere pet beynge a chylde he cõ⸗ 


pyleda bzcuyary oz a ſumme vpon alli the decretalles 
in Whiche as b:efly as poſſyble was he compzyſed 


theffecteof all p hole grete volume and made a boke 


no ſclẽder thyng to ryght cõnyng e pertyte doctours, 


Ok his ſtudy in phylolophye a deuynyte. 1 
Fter this as a deſp2ours enſerchour of the Cle 


* 


| cretesofnatuseheleftetheſecommyntroden 


pathes and gaue hym ſefe hole to ſpeculation & phi⸗ 
loloph as well humane as deupne. Foz the purchas 
ſynge Wherof (alte the manerof Plato and Appollos 
nius) he ſcrupulouſly iought out / all the famoug dos 


| ctours of his ryine; viſytpnge ſtudeouſy all the vnys' 


| nerſytcs and ſcoles not onely though Italp but alſo 


thzough traunce. Ind ſo infatigable laboure gaue he 


to thole itudics:that yet a chylde and berdles he was 


bothe reputed and Was in dede boͤthe a perkyte philos 


ſophꝛe and a perfpte deuyne. 
Ok his mynde and vaynglozpouſe 
diſpicious of Rome. Sn 


3 Ow had he ben. vij. yereconuerſaunt intheſe 
ſtudies whan full of pꝛyde e deſyꝛous ot gioꝛzx 


and mannes pꝛapſe (fo2 yet was he not kendled in 

loue ot god) he Went to rome and there couetynge to 
make a ſhew of his conynge: #lytel tonſideringe how 
grete enupe he ſholde reyſe agaynſt hym ſelfe). ix. C. 
queſtions he purpoſed / ot dyuerſe x fondzy maters. 
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qreteftudy pided andfoughtout as wellok the laten 
auctours as the 


And manythfges daa wen out of 5 oldeobſcure phis 
loſophye of Bythagoꝛas / trimegiſtus / and oꝛphtꝰ/ 


ryght fewe ſpetyall excellente men) befoꝛe that dape: 


not bnknowen onelp: but alſo vnherde/of all whiche 


queſtions in open places (ñ̊ they myght be to all peo⸗ 
ple ß better knowen) he faſtcned and let vp-offeryng 
alto hym ſelte to bere the coſtes of all ſuche as wolde 
tome hyther out of ferre countrces to dyſpute / but 
thozughe ß enupe ok his malieyous enemyts (whit 


| - enuyelykeþ fpzecuerdzawethto p hygheſt pe coude 


neuer bꝛynge a boute to haue a day to his dyſpictons 
appopnted. Fo: this cauſe he taryed at Rome an hole 
rere in all whiche tyme his enupours neuer durfte 
openly with open diſpicyons atempt hym but rather 


With crafte and deyght and as it were With pzyucp 


trenches cnfozecdto vnder myne hym foz none other 


cauſe but fo: malite and foz they were(as many men 


thought) coꝛrupte with a peſtylent enuye. 
C,This _ as men demed was ſpecyalp rayſed a 
gaynſt hym fo this cauſc that where there were ma 
ny whiche had many peres:ſome fo2 gloꝛy: ſome fog 
couetpſe:qpuen them lelte to lernynge: they thought 


dachi ſhelde happeiy dekate they: fame a minpiſhe 


tho 1 of thepz conynge pf ſo ponge ami plens 
uſeof ſubſtauncexgreate doctryne: durſte in the 


» Ind partly fet oute of the ſes 
trete miſterpes of the hebꝛewes / caldcytcs /e atabies. 


manp other thyngesſtraunge: and to all ſolketcxtept 


renne, 


[/ chyele eytt ol de wozldemake a profeofhis wyt and 


- pieuaple:they brough 


= — — 
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f 


dis lernyng aſwell inthinges naturall as in diuſnits 
gin 


coude notagapnlt his connynge onpthynge openly 


me ge ; of zel ro þ 
fayth and pꝛetente ot relygion impugne thoſe queſti⸗ 


vbns as newe thynges e with whiche thep? tres had 
not be in v2e. Jn whiche impugnacpon though ſome 


oftheym happeiy lacked not good mynde: pet lacked 
they crudycyon and lernynge: Whiche queſtyons: 
notwicſtondpnge befoze that / not a kewe famous do: 


ttours of diupnyte had appꝛoued / as good and clene 


and ſubcribed thepʒ names vndꝛe them. But he not 
berynge the loſſe ok his fame made a dekente foz thoſt 
xiu.qucſtyons. A werke of greate exudic yon and cles 
gant and ſtuſted with the cognyt pon of many thyn; 
ges woꝛthy to be lerned. whiche werke hecoppledin 


rx. nygytes. In whiche hit eucdently apperetij: not 


onely that th te concluſyons were good and ſtondyng 
with the fayth: but alſo Þ they: wbiche had backed 
at thep en: wereof foly and rudeneſſe to be repꝛoued / 
whiche defence and all other thynges that he ſholdt 


wiyte:he tõmytted lyke a good chꝛyſten mã to p̊ moſt 


holy iudgement of our mother holy chy:che / which 
defence reteyued:⁊ p. xiu.queſtions duly by delybera 
evo cxampned: our holy father Þ pope appꝛoued Pics 


ginmany luche thynges as men many peres neuer 
attayned to. Howe When they pertepucd that they 


bꝛought fozth the lerpent pues of kalte 
trime. And cryed out that there Wwere.riy.ofhig.ir.C C 
queſtyons ſuſpette ot herpſpe, Then Jopnedtheyto 
them ſome good ſympie folke that holde 


and tendtriꝑ fauoured hym / as by a bull ot out holy 


WAS + + 


ion and ſynguler goo 


— — ix. C. queſtions with 
thepz concluſtons were contepned (foʒ as moche as 


there were in them many thynges ſtraunge and not 
kully declared and were moze mete foz ſcercte com⸗ 


of lerned men then ſoz open herynge of 


munycacyon 
- commune people Wwhiche fo: lackeofconny ge myght 
take hurtetherby)Pic? deſyzed hym ſclfcÞ hit ſholde 


not de redde. Ind ſoo was the redynge thetot fozbos 
den. Lothis ende had Picus ot his hye mynde and 


pꝛoud purpoſe/that where he thought to haue goten 
pꝛapſe: there had he meche werke to kepe 


| Hane vpꝛygbt: that he ranne not in perpetualins 


and ſclaund:c. 
| COfthe chaungeof baut. 
1288 yym tete tolde his neuewe he iud ged þ 


this camethus to pallc: by the eſpeciall . 
dnes ofalmyghty god/ that by 
this fals cryme vntrucly put vpon hym by his eupll 
wyuers he ſholde cozrecte his very crrours / and that 
this ſholde be to hym(wanderyngein derkenes) ag 


al elyght:in whiche hemyght beholde #cons 


wv ferre he had gone out of Þ waye of trouth. 


Foz befoze this he had bene bothe deſyzous of glow -E 
and kyndled in vayne loue: and helden in voluptcss 


ouſe ble of women. @Thecomclynes of his body 


with the louely fauoure of his vyſage / and ther 
all his merueylouſe fame/his exccllft lernynge / 
* . and noble kyndzcd / let many women 


with 


er pope Mepandzethe. . le playnty apperech: | 
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a fyꝛe on hym-fromeÞ delpꝛe ot whome he not abhoꝛ 
rynge ( p wayeoflyfe ſet a ſyde) was ſom phat fallen 
in to wantonneſſe. But after that he was ones with 
this variaunce wakened he dꝛewot backe his mynde 
flo wyngte in riot t᷑ turned hit to chꝛyſt / womens blan 
dimentes he chaunged into pᷣ deſpꝛe ot hcucnly topes 

c diſpiſynge the blaſteof vayngloꝛpe Which he befoze. 
deſy2cd-now with all his mynde he began to ſekethe 
gloꝛy and p:ofyte of chzyſtes chyꝛche and ſo began he 
to oʒdze his condycions p from thens fozxth he myght 
haue ben appꝛoued #thoughe his enempe were his 
iudge. ¶ Ot tve fame okhis vertue and the 
reloʒte vnio hym therfoꝛe. 

DE bpon ſhoztip the fame of his noble cons 

aynge and excellent vertue bothe ferre@nygh 
began glozyoudy to ſpꝛynge foꝛ which many Wozthp 
philolophzes (æ that wererakeninnobzcofthemoolt 
connynge )reſozted brſcly vnto hym as to a market ot᷑ 
od doctryne / ſome foz to moue queſtions and dys 
pute / ſome (that were of moze godly mynde ) to here 
and to take the holeſome leſſons and inſtruccpon of 
d lpuynge: whiche leſſons were ſo moche p moꝛe 


and a moze Wyſe man and hym alſo whiche had hym 
ſelte ſome tpme folo led pᷣ croked hilles ot deiycyouſe 
pleaſute / tothe faſtenyngeor good dyſcyplyne inthe 
myndes ol p herers thoſe thynges ſeme to be of grete 
eftette: Whiche be bothe ot theyꝛowne nature good E 
alid be lpoken ot ſuche a maſter: as is cõuerted tothe 
wapol iuſt yce from the croked ragged path of volu 
ptuouſe lypufnge. S r == x 


D. J. 


et by: in how moche they tame from a moꝛe noble m 


4 
4 
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When hercules Eſtenus due ol lerrare:fyꝛſt by me 


"> 


Che burnyng ok wanton bokes., _ 

Pue bokes that in his youthe of wanton vcis 

Lot louc with other lyke fantaſies he had made 

in his vulgar tongue: all cogyther (in dctcſtacyonof 
dis vyce paſſed) and leſt theſetryfles mygh be ſome 


eupttoccaſyon after warde he burnedthem. 


¶ Ol yis ſtudy and duygence 
m holp ſcrppture. 
Rom thenſfozth he gaue him ſelle daya nyght 

1 mooſt feruently to the ſtudyes of ſtrypture in 
Whichehe wꝛote many noble bokes:which well teſty 
fye bothe his angylyke wyt/his ardent laboute/ and 
dis pꝛofoũde crudicyon of whiche bokes ſome we has 
ue t ſome as an ineſtimable treaſure we haue loſte. 
Grete lybꝛaries hit is incredible to cõſydꝛc with how 
meruciouſe celeryte he tedthem oucr / and wꝛote out 
What hym liked: of þ olde fathers of p chyꝛch/ſo gret 

knowlege he had as hit were harde fo: hym to haue p 


bath iyued longe a al his lyte hatt done nothyng eis 


but red them. Of theſe newer dyuynes lo good tuges 
ment he had ß it myght appere thete were nothynge 


inonpok the p were vnkno wen to him/dut all thynge 
as type as though he had au they: werkes euer befo 


re his epen / but efall theſe new dottours heſpcepaliy 
tõmendeth ſaynt Thomas as hym p enfoꝛſeth hym 
ſelte in a ſure pillerx ottruth / he was ber quick / wiſe / 


e lubtyl in dilpicions æ had grete felicite therm while 


de had pᷣ hye ſtomak. But now a grete while he had 
vode luche conflictes fare well:and cuery dayt moꝛe | 
moze hated them / and fogretcly abhoꝛed them: thag 


kengers and alter by hym ſelfe:deſy2cddymeo diſpu⸗ 
te at ferrate: bytaule the generall chapytreot᷑ ftetes 
pꝛechours was holden there / ionge hit was oz he tou 
de be bꝛought therto: but at the inftantrequeſt of the 

duke whiche very ſynguleriy loued him he tame thys 
der where he ſo behaued hymleife p was wodze to be 
holde how all audyencercioyccdtohcrehyin foz his 
were not pollpble foꝛ a man to vtter neyther moze cos 

nynge noꝛ moꝛe tcõnyngely. But hit was a commune 
fayengc with hymp ſuche altertacyons were toꝛ a lo 
gition and not meteip foz a phploſophe / he ſapd allo 
that uche diſputacpons greteiy ꝓfited as wert exer⸗ 
tiſed with a pealyble mynde to thenlerchynge of the 
treuth in lecrete tõpanp without grete audpente:but 
he ſayd that thoſc diſpictons dyb grete hurte:p̊ were 
holden openly to theſtentaciõ ot letnynge ⁊ to Wynne 


the fauourcofthe cõmune prople ⁊ the com endatyon 


of fools. He thought that vtrerly hit coulde vnnet 
be but that with the dilpꝛc of wozlhyp(whichethele 
_ gaſynge dyſputcrs gape aftcr)thercis with an inſes 
parable bonde annexed the appctitcof his cofuſyons 
rebuke whome they argue with / whiche appetyte is 
a dedly wounde to p ſoule / a moꝛtall poyſon to cha⸗ 
rite there was nothing paſſed hym of thoſe capicions 
ſoteltes æ cauilacions of lophyſtrye / no2 agayrithcre 
was nothyng p he moꝛe hatcd#abhozedcoſydrryng 


that they ſeruedol nought but to p ſhamyng ot luche 
other folke as were in very ſcyente moche better lers 


ned and in thoſe triſles ignoꝛaũt. And p vntothenſers 
cherchyngeokð treuth (to which he gaue contpnuall 
laboure)they pꝛotpted lytelloʒ nought. | 


5. U. 


COtfhislernynge vnpuerſally, 
Utbycauſe we wyll holdethercderno lenger 
in hande: we wyll ſpeke ol his lernynge but a 
woꝛde oz twayne generally / ſome man hathe ſhyned 
in cloquence but — — thynges hathe 
diſhoneſtcd hym / ſlome men hath floured in the knows 
ledge ol dyuers ſtraũge languages but he hath wan 
ted all the cognitiono 1 man hath 
redde the inuencyons ok the olde philoſophzes but he 
hath not ben extertiſed in the new ſcoles. Dome man 
bath ſough connynge al well philoſophte as dyuinite 
foz pꝛayſe and vaynegioꝛye and not fo ony pꝛofyte 03 
encreace ofch2yſtes chyꝛche. But Pyc? all thele thyn 
ges with equall ſtudy hath ſo receyucdÞ they myght 
temeby hepis as a plentyouſe ſtreme to haue ia wen 
into hym. Foz he was not ok Þ cõdytion ot ſome folke 
(Which to be excellẽt in one thynge ſet al other aſyde) 
but he in all ſciences ꝓtyted ſo excellently:that which 
of theym ſo euer he had conſydercdin him pe Wolde 
haue thought he had taken that one foz his oneix 
ſtudye. And all theſc thynges were in hym ſo moche 
the moꝛe metuelouſe in he came therto by hynt ſelfe 
with » ſtrength of his owne wytte oꝛ the loue of god 
and pꝛokpte his chyꝛche without mayſters ſo that we 
map ſape of hym that E pycure the philoſophꝛe ſayd 
ol hymthat he was his ownemapſter. 1 
[ yue caules 5ᷣ info ſhoꝛte tyme bꝛought 
hym to le meruciouſe connynge. 
P of ſo wondꝛe ful effectes 
in ſofmaittpme J cõſidꝛe fyue tauſes to haue 
tome togyder:tyʒſt an incredpble wt / ſetõdcly a mer 


ucylouſe faſt memoꝛe. Thyꝛdely gretc ſubſtaũce by ỹ 
which to p byenge ot his bokes as wel laten as greke 
tother tonges he was elpecyally holpen. vij. M. du⸗ 
cates he had layde out in the gaderynge to gyther ot 
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volumes ot all maner ot litterature. The fourth cau⸗ 


ſe was his beſy and infatigable ſtudy. The fyfte was 


thc contempt diſpylynge ok all erthlythynges. 
¶ Ot his condycyons and his vertue, 
Ut now let vs paſſe ouer thoſe powers ot his 
ſoule Which appertayne to vnderſtondynge # 
unowiedge x let vs ſpeke ol them 5 belonge to þ ache⸗ 
uynge ot noble actes / let vs as we can detlare his ex⸗ 
tellent tõdicions p his mynde enflamed to godwarde 
may appere. Ind his riches gyuen out to pooʒe folke 
may be vnderſtõde/thetent p they whiche ſhall heere 


his vertue map haue octcaſpon therby to gpue eſpeci⸗ 


aͤll laude ⁊ thanke therfoꝛe to almyghty god of whoſe 
infynptc goodneſle all grace and vertuc comctg. 
Okthe ſale of his loꝛdeſhyppes and almpſſe. 
He pere befoꝛe his det (to thende that all the 
(charge a beſynes ok rulc oꝛ lozdlhyp ſet a ſyde 
he myght lede his lyke in reſt and peace wele conſyde⸗ 


rynge to what endethis erthely honour + Wozldly di⸗ 


gnite tomecth ) all his patrymoupeand dominpons p 


is to ſay the thyzde parteof therldoineof Mirandula 
and of concoꝛdia: vnto Johan francis his neuewe he 
ſolde / and that ſo good chepe that hit ſemed rather a 
gyft then a ſale, àulthat euer he retepued of this bar⸗ 

aync partly he gauc out to pooze folke-partcly he be 


wed in byengeok a lytell londe to the fyndyngeok 


bf rhishouſholde. Ind ouer p moche lyluer vellell x 
ö L Pyc“. | 2D.tll, | 


plate with other pzccyouſe ⁊ coſtlp btenſiles of how⸗ 
ſholde he deuyded amonge pooze people. He was con⸗ 
tent with meane fare at his table how be hit ſõ what 
pet reteynpge ok 5ᷣ olde plenty in deyntp vyande x ſpls 
uer veſſell. Euer dape at certayne hourcs he gaue 
hym lelfe to pꝛaper. To poꝛe men alway vf onytame 

he plentiouſiy gaue out his money: #not cotent onely 
to gpue that he had hym ſelf redy: he wꝛote ouer p/to 
one. Hierom Benineuiꝰ a flozentina well letred man 
(whom foz his grete loue towarde hym a 5 integrite 
of his cõdycions he lingulerly fauoꝛed)p he ſholde w 
his obne money euer helpe pooꝛe folke: x gyue mays 
dens money to thepʒ marpage: and al wa ſende him 
woꝛde What he had laydeout that he myght paye hit 

him ageyn. This offpce he cõmptted to hym that he 

might» moꝛe eaſely by hÞ as by a fapthful meſſẽger 

releuep neceſſpte &muſertof pooꝛe nedy people ſuche 
as hÞ ſelfe happelp coude not come by Þ knowlegeof, 

(C Ok ß volũtary atflectiõ #paynig of his own body. 
er all this: many times (Whicheis not to be 
Y F kepteſccrete)he gaue almes of his owne bodp: 
we knowe many men which (as ſaynt Hierom ſayth) 
put foꝛth theyz hande to pooꝛe folke: but with the ples 
ſure of þ fleſlhe they beouercomE: but he: many days 
(and namely thoſedayes wWhiche repꝛeſent vnto vs p 
paſſyon ⁊ deth » Chꝛyſte luffred foz our ſake) bet and 
ltourged his o lone fleſhe in the remembꝛaũte of that 
grete benekpte and foz clenlynge ok his olde offences. 

( C Ok his placabiliteoꝛ benygne nature. 

Ne was of chere alwape mery ⁊ of ſo benygne 
. Znature ß he was neuer troubled with Ingte z 


— — 


He lapd ones to his neue w that what ſo euer ſholde 
happen (fell theyꝛ neuer ſo gtete mpſaduenture) he 


he coude neuer as hym thought be moued to wzath: 


but yt his chyſtes peryſſhed i whiche his bokes laye: 
phe had w grete trauaple tz watche zpued. But fo: as 
moche as he conlſydered pᷣ he laboured onely foʒ þ loue 
of god e ꝓkyte ol his chyꝛche: #9 he had dedicate vnto 
him all his werkes / his ſtudyes d his doynges e ſith 
he ſawe plyth god is almyghty they coulde not mts 
ſcarye but yf it Were eyther by his cõmaundement oꝛ 
by his ſufferaunce;he verply truſted: ſyth god is all 
good: » he wolde not ſuffrehymto haue that octaſion 
of heuynes. O very happy mynde which none aduer 
lyte myght oppꝛeſſe / which no pꝛolperpte myght en⸗ 


haunte:not the connynge ol all philoſophic was able 


to make hym pꝛoude / not the knowledge ot the hes 
bꝛewe / chaldey t arabie language beſyde greke and 
laten coulde make him vaynglozpouſe / not his grete 
lubſtaunte / not his noble blode coulde blowe vp his 
herte / not Þ beauty of his body / not p greteoccaſy6of 

ſynne were able to pull hym bak in to p voluptuouſe 
bꝛode way p ledeth to helle: what thynge was ther of 
ſo meruayloule ſtrength » myght ouertoꝛne p mynde 
of hy ( which now as leneke ſapth) was goten aboue 
foꝛtune as he: which as well her fauoure as her ma⸗ 
lice hath ſet at nought / he myght be coupled w a ſpi 
titull knot vnto chꝛyſte and his heuenly cytezeynes. 
Dow he eſchewed dygnites. 

I han he lawe many men W grete labour z mo⸗ 


f ney delyꝛe z byſely purchaſe p offices ⁊ dygni 
A. tes of pehiiche(whiche are nowa dayesalas 
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p whyle 2munely bought x lolde ) himlelferefuſedto 


rccpue them: whan two kynges offred tht; whan an 


other man offred hym grete woꝛldely pmocyon yfhe 
wolde go to Þ kynges courte: hegatie hym ſuche an 
anlwere / that he ſholde well kno we that he neyther 


delpꝛed woꝛſhip ne woꝛldly ryches but rather let the 
at nought vᷣ he might moꝛe qupetiy gyue hym ſcife. 


to ſtudy ⁊ p ſerupte of god:this wple he ꝑluaded / ỹ to 
a phyloſophꝛe and hym̃ p ſcketh foz wyſedome it was 
no pzayſeto gather tycheſſe but torcfuſe them. 
COfchedilpyſyngeofwozldly gloꝛpe. 


Au pꝛayſe ot people and all erthip gloꝛpe he re- 


II putcd vtteriy: fo2 nothyng but in p renapeng 
ofthis ſhadowe ol gloꝛy / he labouted fo very gloꝛye⸗ 
which euer moze foloweth vertue as an vnſeparable 
ſeruaunt/he lapd that fanie often tymes dyd hurte to 
me while they lyue / neuer good whan they be deed / 
fo moche onelp let he by his lernpge in how moche he 
knewe that hit was pꝛokytable to Þ chyꝛche ⁊ to pᷣ ex⸗ 
termynation oferrours. And ouer that he was come 
to that pꝛycke ot perfyte humilite that he lytcll foꝛced 
wyther his woꝛkes Went out vnder his olwone name 
oz not ſo that they myght as moche pꝛofite as yfthey 


were gyucn oute vnder his name. and nowe ſet he 
lytel by ony other bokes ſaucouclpP bible /in Þ onely 


ſtudi ot which: he had appoynted hym ſclfe to ſpende 
the reledewe ok his lyte / ſauynge that p comune pꝛo⸗ 
pte pꝛicked him wha he coölydered ſo many ⁊ lo grete 
werkes as he had cõcepued ⁊ longe trauapled vnpon 


howethep were ok euery man by and by deſpꝛed and 


loked after, | | 
| A 


* — * 
* e 8 — 4 
eee e 1 2 > 
4 


— * > 
2 8 n Fo g 
4 RAGE id Yo; PP GAS hv oh 504 » - * 
4 - G N 
. 
4 


how moche he let moꝛe by deuceyon thenconnÞnge. 

He lytell affeccyonof an olde man oꝛ an olde 
| woman to god warde (were it neuer ſo ſmall) 
he ſet moꝛe by: the by all his owene knowlege al eil 
of naturall thynges as godly. Ind oftentymes in 
communicacyon he wolde admonyſlhe his familyar 
frendes how gretlytheſemozcall thyngcs bowe and 
dꝛawe to an ende howe ſlyper ⁊ how fallynge hit is p 
we lyue in now: how ferme how ſtable it ſhall beÞ we 
ſhal here atter lyue in / whether we be thꝛowen downe 
in to hell oʒ lytte vp in to heuen. wherfoꝛe he exhoꝛted 


thẽ to turne vp theyꝛ myndes to loue god which was 


a thynge farre excellynge all the cõnynge 5ᷣ is poſſible 
fo vs in this lyte to obtaine. The ſamethynge alſo in 
his boke whiche he entytled de ente et vnolyghtſome 
ly hetreateth where he interupteth 5 courſe of his dis 
ſpicion and turnynge his woꝛdes to Fngel? Politia⸗ 


nus (to whom he dedytateth that boke)hew2yteth in 


this wyſe. But now beholdeo my welbcloued Ingell 
what madncs holdeth vs. Loue god ( while we be in 
this body we rather maye:than eyther knowe hym 
oꝛ by ſpeche vtter hym. In louyng him alſo we moꝛe 
pꝛokpte our ſelte / we laboure leſſe ⁊ ſexue hym moꝛe /a 
yet had we leuer alwaye by knowlege ncuer kynde p 


tbynge that we ſeke:then by loue to poſſede p thynge?: 


Whiche alſo without loue were in vapne foͤunde. 
Ok his liberalite ⁊ contempt of rycheſſe. 
beralite onely in hym paſſed mcaſure foꝛ ſo 
| crre was he from p begßnyng of ony diligete 
to erthely chynges that he ſemcd ſom what belpꝛent 


with the frekyllof negligence / his frendes oftenty "Ti 


mes admonyſſhedhym that he ſholdenot all btterlp 
diſpycerychcſſe-hewyngehym p hit was his diſhos 
neſte and rebuke Whan u was repoztecd(Wwere it tt eue 
oz falle) that his negligence ⁊ ſettyng nought by mos 
nep gaue his ſcruauntes octaſyon ot diſcept ⁊ robbꝛy 
Acucrtheics that mynde ot his: (which cuermoꝛe on 
hygheclcucd faſt in cõtẽ piation ⁊᷑ in thenſerchpnge ok 
natures tounſei) couloc neuer let downe hit leite to pᷣ 
cõlideration and oucrſcyngeof theſe baſe abiecte and 
vyle etthly trytles. His hygh ſtuarde came on a tyme 
to hym ⁊ delyꝛed hym torecepue his accomt otł᷑ luche 
money as he had ui manp peres receputd ot his:and 
bought to2th his bokes of tekenynge. Picus anſWwes 
ted hym in this Wyle / my frende ( ſayth he) Jknowe 
well ye haue mought oltentimes and pet map deſcey 
ue int and pe lyſt / whertoꝛe the examinacponoftheſe 
expeſes ſhall not nede. There is no moze to do/yt J be 
ought in pour det I hall pay you by ꝭ by / pf pe be in 
myn pay me/eyther now pl ye haue hit:oʒ here after 
pt ye be now not able. Of his louynge mynde x Vtus 
| - _ oufcbchauour to his frendes. 
DE louers and frendes with grete benpgnite x 
Acurteſpe he entreted / whom he vſcd in all ſecre⸗ 
tccoinumnge vᷣtuouſſy to cxhoꝛte to god ward whole 
goodely woꝛdes lo effcctually ought in p herets: 
I where a tõnynge man (but not ſo good as conynge) 
came to him ona dape foꝛ Þ grete fame ot his lernung 
to cõmune with hym as they fill intalkynge ok Bcue 
he was with the woꝛdes of Picus ſo thʒoughly pers 
ted that foʒꝛth withall he foꝛſoke his accuſtomed vyce 
and tefoꝛmed his condicyons. The wozdcs pᷣ he layd 


vntohym Werethele pf we hadde euer moꝛe befoze 


oureyen þ paynfuldethofchzyſt which heſuffreyfoz 


the loue okt vs: and than pt we Wolde agapneihyake 

vpon our deth we ſholde wele beware ok ſynne. Mers 
ueplouſe benignyte#curteſy he ſhewed vnto thi not 
whom ſtrength ot body oꝛ goodes of foztune magniſi 
ed but to them whom lernynge x2dictos boũde hy to 
fauoure / foʒ ſimylytude ot maners is a cauſe ot loue 
frendcſhyp. Alikenes ok condicions is (as Appolloniꝰ 
ſayth an affmpte. ¶ What hehated# what he loued. 
(lx Was nohyng moꝛe odiouſe noꝛ moꝛe in to 
4 liberable to hp than as ( hoꝛace ſayth)p pꝛoud 
palaces of ſtately lozdes / Weddynge and woꝛdly beſy 
nes / hc fled almooſt a lyke: not wuhſtondynge whan 
he was axed ones in ſpoꝛte whyther of thoſe two bur⸗ 


de ynes ſeined lyghter c whiche he wolde cheſe yf he 


holde of neceſlite be dꝛyuen to that one and at his ele⸗ 
cven: whiche he ſtitzed tycreat a wyle but at pᷣ laſt he 
ſhone his heed and a lytell imylyng he anfweredÞ be 
had lcuer take hß to matyage/as 5̊ thynge in whiche 
was leſſe ſeruytude ⁊ not ls morhe ieoperdy / lyberte 
aboue all thynge he loued to Which both his owne na 


tural affeccon*Þ ſtudy ot᷑ phploſophy enclyncd hym: | 
a foꝛ » was healwaye wãderyng eflytyngee wolde 


neuer tabe hym ſefe to ony certaynedwellpnge, 
Ok his feruent loue to god. 


. O out ward obſeruaũtes he gaue no very grete 


foꝛte we ſpeke not of thoſe obſeruaunces which 


the chyꝛche ꝛmaundeth to be obſerued foz in thoſe he 
was dilyget but we ſpcke ofthole cerymonyes which 
kolke bꝛynge vp ſettynge p very ſeruyte ok goda ſyde 


—— . 


og 


/ 


which is (as chꝛyſt ſayth) to be worſhipped inſpirite 


te in treuth. But inthe in warde affcctesofthempnde 


he cleued to god with very feruentloue and deuocp⸗ 


on / ſome tyme that mcruclouſealacritelangwyſſhed 


andalinooſt fell:and efte agayne with grete ſtrength 
role vp in to god. In the loue ol whome he ſo feruents 
ly burued that on a tyme as he walked with Johan 


kraũcis his neuewe in an oꝛcharde at farrarciny tals. 


kyngeofcheloueofch2yſt he bꝛake out into theſe woꝛ 
des / neue w ſayd he this wyll Iſhewe the J warne 


the kepe it ſccrete:the lubſtaunce p J haue lefte after 


c:rtapne bokes of myne finyſſhed J entende to gyue 


out to poꝛe folke ⁊ ſentynge m ſelte with the crucityx 
b arc {vis wal hynge about the woꝛlde in cucrptowne 
aud t aſt Il I pu polt to pꝛeche of chꝛyſt. After warde 


Inder tn 3c by the eſpetpall commaundement of 
god hechauuged that putpoſe and appoynted to pꝛo⸗ 
teile hy telte inthe oꝛdꝛe ol freres pꝛechours. 


On Np pere ot our redempcion.M. CCC C.iCiiij. 


whan he had fulfylled p. xxxij. pere ot his age 


e node at flozencehe was ſodenly taken with a fers 


ucut ares which ſo ferfo:th crepte in to 5ᷣ interioʒi per 


tes ot his body p hit dylpyled all medyrynes a ouer⸗ 


came ali cemedy and cõpelled him within thꝛe dayes 
to atiſtpe nature and repaye her Þ lyfe whiche here; 


tepued ol her. 


( Okt his behaupour in the extremes of his lyke. 


I ter that he hadde ritepucd the holy body o 


AI our ſauyour whan they offrcd vnto hymthe 
eruecyfyx(ypinthepmagcofchzyſtcs meffable paſſion 


Dye“. 


" * * * W * 


8 ui the beholdynge of that pytefull figure as a ſtronge 
defence agaynſt all aduerſyte and a lure poꝛt culiouſe 
agaynſt wikked ſpirites /the pꝛeeſt demaunded hym 


f 


ſuffred foz oure ſake: he myght ere he gaue bp the 


ghoſt/reccyue his full dzaught of loue and copaſſyon 


whether he fermly beleued p crucyfyr to be the Imas 


ge ot hy m that was very god e very man Whiche in 


his godhed was vcfoze all time begoten ok his father; 
to whjomne he is alſo equall in all thynge: and Whiche 
of Þ holp qhoſ god alſo:ot hym cot the father toetet⸗ 
nalli gopuge fozrt; ( whiche. ij. perlones be one god) 
Was in Þ chaſte wembeot our lady apcrpetuall vir⸗ 


pne tõceyued in time / which ſuffred hungre/thzuſt / 


ete / colde-labourc-trauayle-# watche. Ind VWhiche 


at the laſte foz waſſhynge ofour ſpotty ſyne cotracted 


* 


and dꝛawen vnto vs in the lynne ol Adame foꝛ the ſos 


ucraigne loue that he had to mankynde:in the aulter 


okthe croſſe wyllyngely t gladly ſhedde out his mooſt 
p2ccyoule blode. when ðᷣ pꝛeeſt enquyꝛed ol hum theſe | 


thynges ⁊ ſuche other as they be wonte to enquere ot 


kolke in ſuche caſe. Pic? anſwered hym Þ he not onely 
beleued hit but alſo certaynly kne we it. ¶ wWhã pᷣ̊ one 


Abertꝰ his ſyſters ſone a ponge man both of wit /con⸗ 


tõnynge/⁊ cõdicpons: extellent:began to cõfoʒte hym 
agaynſt deth:⁊ by natural reaſon to ſhewe hym why 


hit was not to be fered but ſtrongely to be taken:as Þþ 


onely thynge which maketh an ende of all Þ labourc/ / 


payne /trouble / #ſozowe of thts ſhoꝛt miſerable deed; 
ly vere anſwered» this was not the cheyele thyng 


holde make hym ⁊tent to dye: bycauſc Þ deth deter = 
myneth the manyfoldemcommoditces and paynful 
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make hym not content onely: but alſo glad to dye; fox 
that deth maketh an ende ok lynne: in as moche as he 
truſted: p ſhoztnes of his lyfe ſholde leue hym no ſpas 

te to ſynne and oſfende. He aſked alſo all his ſcruaun⸗ 
tes fozgyuenes/yt he had euer befoze that dayeoffcns 
dedonyofthem,foz whom he had pꝛouyded by his tes 
ſtament. viij.peres befoꝛe / foꝛ ſome of them mete and 


dꝛynk / loꝛ ſome monep / eche ol them after theyꝛ deſers 


uynge. He ſhewed alſo to the aboue named Albertꝰ x 
; manyother credible perſons p p̊ quene ot heuen tame 
to hym pᷣ nyght with a meruaplouſe fragrantodour 
_ refreſſhyngeall his mẽbꝛes Þ were bꝛoſed x fruſſhed 
with chat feuer x ꝓmyſed him that he ſhold not vtter 
lp dye. He lay alwaye With a pleſaunt and a mery coll 
tenaunce and in the verye twytches and panges of 


deth he ſpake as though he behelde p heuens opene. 


And all p came to hym ⁊ ſaluted hym offerynge they: 
ſerupce: w very louyng woꝛdes he receyued / thãked / 
t kyſſed. The executour of his moueable goodes he 


made one Antony his bꝛother. The heper ot his lan⸗ 


des he made ß poꝛe people ot the hoſpytallof flozence. 

And in this wyſe in to p handes of oure ſaupoure he 
gaue vp his lpiryte, 

How his deth was taken. 

hat ſoꝛo we and heupnes his departyng out 

Ww of this woꝛzlde was: both to ryche and po2e 

hygh ⁊ lowe: well teſtyfyeth the pꝛyntccs of 

Italpe / well wytneſſeth the titees ⁊ pcople / well res 


co2deth the grete benygnyte and ſynguler turteſpe of 
Charles bynge of fratice-Which as he came to floʒcu⸗ 


wyetchednes ok this life:but rather this cauſe ſholde 


r 4 
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ce entendynge krom thens to Rome and fo forth in bis 


vyage agaynſt the Kealmeof Naplcs heryngeof the 
ſykcnesof Pitus in all conuenpent haſte he ſent hym 

two okhis owne philicions as embaſſiatours both to 
viſct hym and to do hym all þ helpe they myght. And 
ouer that ſent vnto hym letters ſuſbcribed With his 


owne hande fullof ſucht humanpte and courteyſe ofs 
 fres:as the bene volent mynde ot luche a noble pznce 


and the woꝛthy vertues of Picus required. 


Okthe ſtate ol his ſoule. = 
Ar his deth(and not longe after) one hieros 
Lm? a frere p2cchourof terrare a man aſwell 


in coͤnynge as holynes of lyupnge mooſt famous. In 


a letmone whicheherchercevinthecheyfc chyꝛche ck 
all flo: ence ſapd vnto the people in this wyle. O thou 
Cytcof flozence J haue a ſcctete thynge to ſhc we the 
Which is as true as Þ goſpcil ot ſapnt Joh J wolde 
haue kept hit ſecrete but Jam copelled to ſyhcwe hit. 
Foꝛ he that hathe auctoꝛʒyte to commaunde me / hath 
byd me publyſſhe hit. I ſuppoſe veryly that there be 


none ot you but ye knewe Johfi Picus eric of Miran 
dula/a man in whom god had heped many grete gyf 


tes and ſynguler graces / pᷣchpꝛche hadol hym an in⸗ 
eſtymable loſſe / loꝛ I ſuppoſe pt he myght haue had 


the ſpaceofhis lyfc pꝛoꝛogyd: he ſholde haue cxcelled 
(by ſuche woꝛkes as he ſhold haue lefte behynde hy) 


all them Þ dyed this. vii. C. pere befoze him / he was 
Wonte to be conuerſaunt with me and to bꝛeke to me 
ð ſecretes of his herte in whiche J perceyued that he 


was by pꝛiuep tnſpy2aciou called ot god vntorelygio, 


CY, 


% 
. 


wherkoꝛe he purpoledoftentpmes to obey this inlpys 
racyd and tolo we his cailynge, howbehit not beynge 
_ kpnde ynoughe foz ſo grete benefices of god:oʒ called 
bak by the tendernes of his fleſſhe(as he was a man 
ok delicate cõplexion) he ſhꝛanke frome the labourc-02 
thinkynge happely ỹ the religion had no nede ol hym 
diffcrred hit fo2 a tyme / howbehit this Fſpeke oncly 


two pere togpther: p he wolde be punyſſhed pf he fo 
lowthed that purpoſe Which our loꝛde had put in his 
mynde/⁊ certepnely J pꝛayed to god my ſefe (J wyll 
not lyetherfoze)that he myght be lomwhat beten: to 
compell hym to take that waye whiche god had from 
aboue chewed hym. But J deſyꝛed not this ſcourge 
vpon hym p he was beten with: J loked not foz that: 
but oure loꝛde hadde ſo decreed that he ſholde kozſake 
this pꝛeſent lyfe and leue a parte otthat noble trolone 
that he ſholde haue had in heuen. Hot withſtondyng 
P molt benygne iuge hath dalt mercykully with him: 
And foz his plentyouſe almes gyuen out with a free 
and liberall hande vnto pooꝛe pcople ⁊ foꝛ the deuout 
papers Whiche he mooſt inſtantly offred vnto god 
this fauoure he hath: thought his ſoule be not pet in 
the boſome ok oure loꝛde in the heuenly Joye: pet is 
hit not on 5ᷣ other ſyde deputed vnto perpetual payne 
but he is adiuged foꝛ a whyle to the fyꝛc of purgatoꝛ 
there to ſuffre paync fo2 a ſcaſon/ which JamP glad 
der to ſhewe you in this byhalfe: tothe entent y they + 
which knewehymta ſuche inſpectally as foz his ma⸗ 
npkolde benyfyces are ſingulerly beholden vnto him: 
holde now with they? prayers almes / ⁊other ſuffra 


E 


| 
| 


\. thycternall dipnacion, IndouerÞ heſaydÞhehad 
ß woꝛdes which Picus hadſapde in his ſpkenes of 


Vitus had be decepued by ſome illuſpon of p deupll· 
In as moch as the pmpleof our lady ſemed to haue 


ges helpe hym. Theſethynges this holy ms hierom 


this ſeruauntofgodopenly affermed / and allo ſayde 
thatheknow wel if he lyed in that place: he were woꝛ 


kno wen all thoſethinges wythin a certain tyme/but 
aperyng of our lady cauſed him to doubt @ to fere | 


ben fruſtrate by his det3e / but afterward he vuder⸗ 
ſtode p Picus was detepued in theequocacyon of þ 


wonꝛde Whyle ſhe ſpakc of Þ ſecõde deth a euer laſtpᷣg: 


tt he vndertoke her ok p fyꝛſt deth # tempoꝛall. And af 


ter this 5 lame hierom the wed to his acquayntafice 


p Pic? had after his deth apcred vnto him all 2paced 
in fire a ſhewed vnto him ᷣ he was ſuch wiſe i purga 
tozye punyſhed foz his neglygence ⁊ his vnkyndnes. 


Now lyth hit is ſo that he is abiuged to þ fyze from 


which he ſhal vndoubtedly dept vnto glozy ⁊ no man 


is lure how longe hit ſhalbe fyzſt : x may be vᷣ̊ ſhoꝛter 


tyme koꝛ our interteſſyons. L et euery chꝛyſten body 
ſhewe theyꝛ charite vpon hym to helpe to ſpede hym 
thyder wohere after the longe habitacionw p inhaby⸗ 
tauntes ofthis derke woꝛlde (to whom his goodly c6 
uerſaciõ gaue grete lyght ) alter p darke fyꝛe of pur; 
ato2y(in whiche venyall offences be clfſcd)he may 
2tly( yf he be not all redy) entre p inatceſſible ⁊ ifi 
nite light ol heuen Where he may in p pſente ol Þ ſoue 
raygne godhed lo pꝛape foꝛ vs » we may rather by 
his infceſſid be perteyners of p infpccable Foy which 


we haue pꝛayed to bꝛyng hy ſpedcly to. Ame. ¶ Here 


endeth v lyfe ol John Picꝰ erle of W 
c | 5 „ui. | 


erefoloweth thꝛe epiſt1 es of þ ſgyd Picus 
which thꝛe: two be wzpten vnto Johan 
Fraunſccs his ncuew / thethyꝛde 
vnto one Andꝛewe Coꝛntus 
a noble man of Italy. 


Cp 


Che argument t mater of the kyꝛſt epyſtle of Pi⸗ 
cus vnto his neuew Johan Fraunſces. 

Ti by thts epiſtle p Johan Fraunſces 

the neuewok Pic? had bꝛotzen his mynde vns 

to Picus and had made hym ok counceyllin ſome ſes 


erete godly purpoſe whiche heentendedto takt vpon 


hym / but what this purpole ſholde be: vpon this let 
tre can we not fully perteyue. Nowe alter p he thus 
entended / there fell vnto hym manp impedimentes = 
diuers octaſpons whiche wit hſtode his entent and in 
maner letted hym # pulled hym bak / wherfoze Picꝰ 
cofoztethhym in this epyſtle and exoꝛteth hym to per 
ſeueraũce/by luche meanes as are in the eppſtle cups 
dent and plane ynough. Hot wit hſtondynge in p be 
ynnyng of this lettre where he layth that the fleſhe 
hai (but yf we take good hede) make vs dꝛonke in 
thecuppes of Terces and myſſhappe vs in to thc ly⸗ 
kenes tt lygure ot bzuyte becſtes : thoſe woꝛdes pf ve 
perteyue theym not: be in this wyſe vnderſtonden. 
There was ſomt yme in a woman called Circes whe 
the by enchauntemente as vyꝛgyll maketh mencyon 
vled with a dꝛynke to turne as many men:as rceeys 
ucd hit in to dyuers likencs x fygures of ſond2ye bee; 
tes / ſome in to lyones / ſome in to becres / lome into 
ſwyne / ſome in to wolfes / which after warde walked 


tuer tame aboute her houſe and wayted vpon her un 


fuche ble oꝛ leruyte as ſhe lyſttoput vnto them, In 
Iykewyſe the fleſſhe pt it make vs dꝛonke in p wyne 
of voluptuous plcaſure oꝛ make the ſoule lcue the no⸗ 
ble vſe of his reaſon # enclyne vnto ſenſualite and at 
fetcions of Þ body: thenthe fleſſhe chaũgeth vs from 
the figure of reaſonable men in the lykenes ok vnreas 
Cnable beeſtes/and Þ dyuerũy:after the cõueniente x 
 ſymylytude betwent our ſenſuall affeccyons and the 
bꝛutyſſhe pꝛopꝛytees ot ſondꝛy beeſtes. Js the pꝛoude 
harted man in to a lyon / the Jrous into a bete / the 
lecherouſe in toa gote. The dʒõken gloten in to a ſoy⸗ 
ne / the rauenous extoꝛzcponer in to a Wolke the falſe 
deſcepuoure in to a fore / mokbynge geſter in to an 
ape. From which beeſtly ſhappe map We neuer be re⸗ 
ſtoꝛed to out owne lpkenes agayn: vnto thetyme we 
haue caſt vp agapne the dꝛynke of the bodelp affet⸗ 
cyons by which we were into thele fpgures enchaun 
ted. Whan there cometh ſomtyme a monſtroulſe beeſt 
to the towone we ronne and are glad to pape ſome mos 
ney to haue ſyght therot / but J fere yt men woldelos 
ke vpon them ſelfe aduyledly: they ſholde ſea noze 
monſtrouſe beeſt nerer home: foz theyſholde perceyue 
themlelke by Þ wꝛetched inclinacion to diuers beeſtly 
paſſyons chaunged inthey? ſoule not in to the ſhap oł 
one but of many beeſtes / is to ſape ot all the whoſe 
bꝛutyſh appetptes they folo w. Let vs the beware as 


picꝰcõceileth vs Þ we be not dꝛõkẽ in v cuppes ofceret 


pᷣis to ſap in p̊ ſenſuall affecciõs of p fleſſh leſt/we des 
fozme vᷣ̊ image ot᷑ god in our ſoules after whoſe uma⸗ 

ge we be made e mage our ſclfe woꝛſe then idolatres 
to: yt he be odiouſe to god whiche turneth Þ unage ot 


i 


a beeſt intogod:how moche is he moꝛe odious which 
cozneth the yᷣmage ol god in to a beeſt. 
; Johan Picus crieof Mirandula to Johan 

Fraunſccs his neuem by his bzother helth 
in hym that is verp heith. 
Hat thou haſt had many euyll occaſyons al⸗ 
ter thy departynge which trouble the e ſtonde 
agapnſt the vertuoule purpoſe that thou haſt taken 
there is no cauſe my ſone why y ſholdeſteythcr mer: 
uapletherot᷑ / be ſozy therfoꝛe / oʒ dꝛede hit / but rather 
ho grete a wondze were this pkonelp to p amonge 
moꝛtall men p wap laye open to heuen with out (wet 
às thought p now at erſt/the diſceytfull woꝛlde ⁊ the 
curſed deuyll fapled / as thoughe thou were not pet 
in p fleſſhe: which coueyteth agaynſt the ſppꝛite:and 
which falſe fleſſh(but yf we watche t loke wel to our 
ſcif)(hal make vs dꝛonke in — ok circes x lo des 
fozme vs in to monſtrons ſhappes of bzutyſlh & vns 
reaſonable beeſtes.RKemembzcalſothatof this eupll 
occaſyons the holy apoſtle ſapnt James ſayth 5̊ haſt 
cauſe to be glad wiityngeinthts wyſe. G audctefras 
tres qm̃ in temptationes vartas in cideritis. Be glad 
ſayth he mp bzcthzen whan ye fall in dyuers tempta 
tions / and not cauſeles foz what hope is there of gio⸗ 
tye ykthere be none hope ol victozye: 02 what plate is 
there foꝛ victoꝛy where there is no batayl: heis called 
to the trowne d triũphe whiche is ꝓuoked to the con 
llycte namely to that conũpct:in which no man may 
 beouercom againſt his will / e in which we nede none 
other ſtrength to vaynquyſlh but p we lyſt our ſelfe to 
vaynquiſſh. Uery happy is a chꝛiſten ma ſyth v p vi; 
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ctozy is bothe put in his owne frewyll:æ the rewarde 
of the vyctozy (hal be farre greter than we tan eyther 
| Hopeoz wyſſhe. Tell me J pꝛaye p my mooſt dere lone 
il ther be ought in this like ok all thoſe thingis: p de⸗ 
lite wherof lo vercth and tollith thele erthly myndes 
Is ther Jſay oni ot thoſe trifies:i p getigof Which 
a man mult not ſuſtre many labours many diſpleas 
ſurs ⁊ manp milertes 02 he get hit. The marchaunt 
thikith him ſclfe well ſerued ik alter. x. yeres ſailing / 
aftcr a.m.incõmoditees / after a. m. Jeopardyes of 
his lyfe he map at laſt haue a litle the moze gadered 
to gyther. Okthe tourt #lerupce ofthis wozlde there 
is nothyng p Inede to wꝛpte vnto the/the wzetched 
nes wherofthe experiente hit ſelfe hath taught ther 
dayly techeth. In obtaynyng p fauourof p pzynces/ 
in purchaſynge the frendſhyp ol p company in ambi⸗ „ 
cyouſe labour foʒ oſtytes x honoures. What an here 
of heupnes there is: how grete anguilſh: how moche 
beſpnes + trouble. Þ map rather lerne ot thethen te⸗ 
theß / which holdpnge mp ſelfcõtent with my bokes 
xreſte / ot a chylde haue lerned to lyue within my de 
gree ⁊ as moche as Imaye dwellynge with my lelfe 
noth ynge out ok my lelf labour foz-02 longe foʒ. Now 
then thele erthly thynges upper / vntertapne / vyle & 
cõmune / alſo to vs and bꝛupte beeſt:ſwetynge c pan? 
tynge we ſhall vnneth obtapne: and loke we thanto 
heuealp thynges ⁊ goobly( whiche neyther eye hath 
ſeen noz ere hath herde noꝛ herte hath thought) to be 
2a Wen ſlũbꝛy x Acpyng magrey our teth:as though 
neyther god myght reygne noꝛ thoſe heuẽly citezyns 
lyyut Without vs. Certapnely ot this wozldly felicite 


were goten to vs with deines and eale thanmyght 
ſome man that ſhꝛynketh frome labour: rather cheſe 


to ſerue p woꝛlde then god. But now yk we be ſoꝛ las 
bozed in the wape ot ſynne as moche as in the wap ok 


god and moche moze ( wherof the dampned wꝛerches 
crye out. I aſſatiſfum? in via iniquitatis. we be we⸗ 
_ ryedinthe wape of wyckednes) then mult it nedes 
be apopnte ot extreme madnes pt we had not leuer la⸗ 
bour there where we go from labour to rewarde then 


where we go from labour to payne. J paſſe ouer how 
—— I felycite hit is to the mynde whan a man 


ath nothinge that grudgeth his coſcience noz is not 


appaled with the ſecrete twiche of ony pꝛeupe crpme. 
this plcaſure vndoubtedly karre cxcclleth all p pleas 


furs pinthislyfe map be obteyned oꝛ deſyzed: what 
thyng is there to be deſyꝛed amonge p delytes of this 
Wozldez which in ſckynge wer vs / in p hauynge 


blyndeth vs / in p leſpng payncth vs. Doubteſt p my 


ſone whether the myndes ol wycked men be vexed oz 
not Wcotynuall thought and toꝛment: hit is þ woꝛde 


of god whiche nepther mape detepue no} be decepued. 


02 impij quaſi mare feruens quod quieſcere nõ pos 
telt. The wytked mannes hertc is lykte a ſtoꝛmy ſce $ 


mape not reſt / there is to hß nothynge lure/ nothyng 


peſcable but all thynge ferekull / all thinge ſoꝛowkull / 


all thyng deedly. Shall we then enuye theſe me: chall 
we folow them: fozgetynge our oVone coũtre heuen ? 
c our oWne heul father where we were / free bone: 


ſhall we wyllully make our ſelte theyꝛ bondemen: a 
With them wꝛetchedly lyupng;moze wꝛetchedly dye. 


And at p laſt mooſt wzetchedly ineucrlaſtyng kyꝛe be 


—— 
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punilthed. O the derke myndes ol men. O the blynde 


hertes. Who leyth not moꝛe clere than lyght that all 


theſe thynges del as they ſep) truerthan trueth hit 


ſelfe / æ pet do we not that p we knowe is to be done, 


In vapne we wolde pluk our tote out of the clap but 


we ſtyk ſtyll. There ſhall come tothe my lone doubte 


hit not ( in thele places namely Where thou art cõuer⸗ 


ſaũt ) innumerable impedimentes euery hour: which 
mpght kere the frome the purpole of 


downe hediynge. But amonge all thynges the very 
deedly peſtylente is this: to be tonuerſaunt daye and 
nyght among them whole lyke is not onely on cuery 
lyde an allectyue to ſynne: but ouer that all ſet in the 
expugnatiõ of vertue / vnder theyz capitayne the de⸗ 
upll / vnder the banapꝛe ot deth / vnder the ſtipende ol 
hell / lightynge agapnſt heuen/agaynſt our loꝛde god 


and agaynſt his chyꝛch. But crye thou ther toe with 
p pꝛophete. Ouũ pamus vincula cozum ⁊ pꝛoijcia⸗ 


mus a nobis iugum ipſoꝝ. Let vs bꝛeke the bandes 
of them aud let vs caſt ofthe pooke ofthem. Thele be 
they whom (as 5; gloꝛiouſe apoſtle ſaynt Paule ſeith) 
our loꝛde hath delpuered in to the paſſyons of rebuke 


and to a repzouable ſenſe to do thoſe thynges that 


are not conuenyentc/ fullof alltniquite/full ot᷑ enuye / 
mandaughter-contencton-/gyle/#malice-/backbiters 


odiouſe to god 2tumeltoule/ pꝛoude / ſtately / fynders 

of euell thynges / lolyſche / dilſſolute / Without affecion 

without couenaunt / wout merep whiche whan they 
dapelp le the tuſtice ok god / yet vnderſtonde they not 


dandvertus | 
oule lyupnge( a but yfthou be ware) hall thzowethe 


ð ſuche as thele thynges comptte: are woꝛthy deth / 


not onely they þ do luche thy ges: but allo they which 
conſent to Þ doynge: wherfoꝛe my chylde go thou ne⸗ 
uer about to pleaſe them: whome vertue diſpleaſeth / 
but euermoꝛe let theſe woꝛdes of Þ apoſtyli be beloꝛe 
thyn eyen. O poꝛtet magis deo platere q; hoĩbꝰ. We 
muſt rather pleaſe god then men / and remebze theſe 
woꝛdes ot ſaynt Paule al ſo. i hominibus placerem 
ſeruꝰ chꝛiſti non eſſem Jf I holde pleaſe men J were 

not chꝛiſtes ſeruaunt. Let entre in to thn herte an ho 


7 ly pꝛyde ⁊ haue dyſdapne totake them foꝛ mayſters 


ok thy lpuynge whiche haue moꝛe nede to take pᷣ fo:a 
matſtcrofthey2s. Hit were farremozeſemfge p they 
ſholde with Þ by good lyuynge begyn to de men then 
thou ſholdeſt with them by Þ leupnge of thy good pur 

poſe ſhamtully begyn to bea beſt. There Holdeth me 
ſomtyme by almyghty god as hit were euen a lwone 
and an inlenſibilite fox wondze when J begpn in my 


© Cette: I wot neuer whether I ſhall lep: to temembꝛe 


- 02 to ſozowe / to meruaple o2 to bewaplethe apetytes 
of men / oz yt I ſhall moꝛe playnly ſpcke: Þ very mads 
nes not to beleue the golpell whole trouthe the blode 

ok matters cryeth /p voyce ot apoſtics ſowncth/mira 
tles pꝛoueth / reaſon cõfermeth Þ woꝛlde teſtifpeth ß 
clementcs ſpeketh / deuplles tonfeſſeth. But a ferre 
greter madnes is hit pt thou doubt not but that the 
goſpell is truc:tolyuethen as though thou doubteſt 
not butt hat hit were falſe. Foꝛ yf thele woꝛdes of the 
woꝛdeg ef the goſpell be true / that hit is very harde 
fozariche man to titre the kyngedome ol heuen why 
do loc daply then gapcaterthe hepynge vpof richecs. 


And pk this be true that we ſholdeſcke fo2 the glozpe 
and pꝛayſe not that cometh of men / but that comet 
of god / why do we then cuer hange vpon the iuge⸗ 
ment ⁊ opinpon of men and no man rekketh whether 
god lyke hym oꝛ not. And yf we ſurely belcue p ones 
the tyme ſhall come in whiche our loꝛde (hall ſaye go 

Pccurſed pcople in to eucucriaſtynge fy2e- c agapne 
come pe mp bleſſed chyldzen poſlede pe the kyngdome 
Pp hath ben pzeparcd fo2 you from 5 fourmynge ofthe 
woꝛld / whyts there nothyng then p we leſſe ferethen 
hell / oꝛ p we leſſe hope foꝛ thenthe kyngedome ok god. 
What ſhall we ſay elles but ỹ there bemany chꝛyſten 

men in name but fewe in dede. But thou my ſone ens 
ſoʒce thy lelfe to entre bythe ſtreygh gate p ledeth to 
heuen ⁊ tate no hede what thynge many men do: but 
what thyngÞ verey law ot natute / what thyng very 
rcalon what thynge our loꝛde Hf lelfe ſheweth ð to be 
done fo2 neyther thy gloꝛy ſhal be leſſe pf be happy W 
kewe noꝛ thy payne moze eaſy yf Þ be wꝛetched with 
many. Thou ſhait haue.ij.ſpetyally eſfettuall teme 
dyes agaynſt p woꝛlde the deuyll with whiche two 
as w.1. whynges: thou ſhalt out of this vale ot miſe⸗ 
tye be lyfte vp in heuen / that is to ſape almes dede c 
p2aycr / What mape we do without the helpe ok god 
oz how ſhall he helpe vs pf he be not called vpon, 
But oucr that certaynely he ſhall not here the whan 
thou calleſt on hym yf thou here not fyꝛſt Þ poꝛe man 
Vohai, hc callcth vpon 5 and vercly hit is actoꝛdypnge 
that god ſholde delpyſethe beynge a man whan thou 
beynge a man deſpyleſt a man. Foꝛ hit is wꝛpten in 
what n:eſurey pe mete:hit ſhall be mete you agayne 


Pytꝰ. D.. 


And in an other plate ot 5ᷣ goſpell hit is ſapd blyſſed 
de mereykull men fo: they ſhall gete merty / whan J 
ſtyꝛethe to pꝛayer I ſtyꝛe •̊ not to pᷣ pꝛaper whiche ſtõ 
deth in many wo2des but to that pꝛayer whiche in p 
ſetrete chambꝛe of the mynde / in the pꝛeuy cloſet ol Þ 
ſoule with very affecte ſpcketh to god and in ỹ mooſt 
Iyghtſome darkenes of contemplacion not oncly pꝛe⸗: 
ſcntcth the mynde to the father: but alſo vnicth hit W 
him by inſpekable waycs which ont ly they knowe Þ 
haue aſſaped. No2 I care not how longe oꝛ how ſhoꝛt 
thy pꝛayer be /but how effectuall how ardente and ra 
ther interrupted ⁊ bzoken betwene with ſighes then 
dꝛawen on length with a contynuall rowe nombꝛe 
of Woꝛdes / yf thou louethyne heith pf thou deſyꝛe to 
be ſure from p grennes of Þ deuyll / frome the ſtozmes 
of this woꝛlde / frome thawayte ol thyn enemyes pf þ 
long to be acceptable to god yt thou toucytt to be hap 
pp at the laſt: let no day paſſe the but thou oncs at the 
teſtwiſe pꝛelent thy ſelfe to god by pꝛayter and fallyng 
done befoꝛe hym flat to Þ grounde with an humble 
affccteof deuout mynde not frome Þ extremyteothy 
lippes but out of ½õ in wardnes ofthyn herte cry theſe 
Woꝛdes of pᷣ pꝛophete. Otlitta iuuẽtutis mee ⁊ igno 
tũtias meas ne memincris led ſctũdum miſexitoꝛdiã 
tuã memento mei ꝓpter bonitatẽ tuã dne. The effen⸗ 
tes of my pouth and mpn ignoꝛaumtes rememdꝛe not 
good loꝛde / but aſtet thy merty loꝛde fo2 thy goadnes 

tememdꝛe me. whan ỹᷣ ſhalt in thy pꝛaytr axeof god: 
both p holy ſpyʒyte Which pzaycth foꝛ vs ⁊ cke thyn 
ownencceſTpre (hall cuery houre put in thy myndt /a 
allo what thou ſhalte pꝛape foꝛ: 5̊ ſhall fynde mater 
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pnough in þ redynge ot holy ſtrypture which p thou 
woldeſt now(lettynge poetes fables &tryfles aſyde 
take euer in thyn hand J hartly pzay Þ. Thou may 
do nothynge moꝛe pleaſaunte to god nothynge moze 
pꝛokitable to thy ſelte:then pf thyn hůde teaſe not day 
noꝛ nyght to turne and rede the volumes of holy (crys 
pture. There lyeth p2pucly in them a certapn heueip 

ſtrength qupk and effectual wich with a merueylous 
power tranſfourmeth a chaũgeth p reders mynde in 
to the loue ot god yl they beclene andlowly entreated. 
But J haue paſſed nowe p boundes ofa lettre /p mas 
ter dzawyngeme kfoꝛth e the grete loue ỹ J haue had 
tothe / bothe euer befoze: ⁊ ſpecyally: ſyth Þ houre in 
which J haue had fy2\t knowledge ofthy mooſt holy 
purpoſe. Now to make an ende with this one thynge 
IJ warne 5ᷣ (ot which whan we were laſt togyther 1 
often talked with pᷣ ) that p neuer foꝛget theſe,yy,thyns 
ges/pᷣ both Þ ſone ol god dyed foz p & Þ thou ſhalt alſo 
thy ſelfc dye ſhoꝛtly lpue p neuer lo longe / With theſe 
twaynec as with two ſpurres 5 oneot᷑ fere p othcrof 
lout: ſpurre foʒthethyn hoꝛs thoꝛugh p ſhoꝛte wap ot 
this momentarpe lple to p rewarde ok eternal fel 
te ſyth we neyther ought noꝛ maye pꝛefexe our lelfe 
onye other ende than the endles fruycionof Þ infinite 
goodncs bothe to ſcule ⁊ bodp in eucrlaſtynge peace, 
Fare well and fere god. . - 

The mater oꝛ argument of the epiſtle 
bk Picus to Andzewe Coꝛncus. 
| His Ind2cwve a wo:ſhypfull man and a cſpc; 
| ciall freude of Picus hadde by his lettres gys 
uen hym counceyll to leue the ſtudy ol Wende as 
| | el), 


athynge in which he thought Pic® to haue ſpent tp⸗ 
me ynough a Whiche: but yfit were applyed to p vle 
of come actuall beſines:he iuged a thyng vapne e vn⸗ 
pꝛokytable / wherfoꝛe he toũcevled Pytus to ſurteate 
ol ſtudy and put hymſclfe with ſomc of p grete pꝛyn⸗ 
tes ot Jtaly/ with whome(as this Andzew ſapd) he 
ſholde be moche moze fruptefully octupyedthẽ alway 

in the ſtudpe a lernyng ot philolophpe / to whom Pic? 
anſwered as in this preſent epeſtle appercth whcre 
he layth theſe wozdes(By this hit hold folowe p bit 
were cpther ſeruyle oʒ at the leſtwyſenot pꝛynccly to 
make ß ſtudp of phyloſophy other then mcrecnnart) 
thus he meaneth. Mercenary we cal all thoſe thßges 
mwhirche We do foꝛ hyꝛe oꝛ rewarde. Then he maketh 
phuolophy mercenary æ vſeth hit not as conynge but 
as marchaũdyſe whiche ſtudyeth hit not foꝛ plcaſure 
of hit Celfc;o2 fo2 the inſtruccyon ot his mynde in moꝛ⸗ 
tall vertue:but to applpe hit to ſuche thynges where 
be map get ſome lucre 02 woꝛldly aduauntage. 


Johan Picus erle ot Py:andula - 

to Andꝛewe Cozncus gretynge. : 
e exhoꝛte me by pour letters tothe tyuyle and 
att pue lyke ſayenge v in vayne: and in maner 
to my rebuze # ſhame haue J fo longe ſtu⸗ 
dped in philoſophy . But yt I wolde at the laſt cxter⸗ 
tile p lexnynge in entretynge okſome ꝓkitable actes 
c outwarde vylynes. Certaynly my wclbcloucd In⸗ 
dꝛe we J had caſt awape bothc toſt and laboure of my 
ſtudy: pt J were ſo mynded that J coude fynde in my 
berte inthis mater to aſlent vnto you ⁊ folo we your 


A 


councell. This is a very deediy and monſtrous pers 
ſuac pon which hath entred the myndes of men: bele⸗ 
uynge that p ſtudyes of phyloſophye are ot eſtates @ 
pꝛ ces: eyther vtterly not to be touched: oʒ at leſt wile 
with extreme lyppes to be ſypped (and rather to the 
pompe ⁊oſtentaciõ ofthepꝛ wit) then to the culture ⁊ 
pfyte of theyꝛ myndes to be lytel ⁊ eaſelytaſted. Che 
Woꝛdes of Acoptoleniꝰ they holde vtterlp fo2 a ſure 
detree that phyloſopby1s to be ſtudped eyther neuer 
oz not longe / but the ſaycnges of wyſe men thep repu 
te ſoꝛ J apcs ⁊ v. ry fablcs : that ſurexſtedfaſt felici⸗ 
te ſtondeth onely in the goodnes of the mynde e that 
theſe out warde thynges of p body 02 of foztune lytle 
02 nought pcrtayne vnto vs. But here ye wyll ſape to 
methus. Jam contente pe ſtudpe / but J Wolde haue 
vou out Wardly octupped alſo. Ind J de ſpꝛe you not 
ſo to embꝛace martha that pe holde btterly fozſake 
Marp. Loue them x vſe them both alwel ſtudy ag 
woꝛrldly etcupacion. TreWwly my welbe loued frende 
in this poynt J gapne ley pou not / they that ſo do J 
kynde no fault in noꝛ F blame them not / but certayn 
ly hit is not all one to ſey We do well yf we do ſo:and 
to ley Wwe do euyll but yf We do ſo/ this is fat te out of 
the wap: to think that from contemplacyon to the a⸗ 
ttyle lyuing that is to ſey from the better tothe wo; fe 
is none errour to declpne And to thynke that it were 
ſhame to abydt ſtyll in the bitter and not declyne. 
Shall a manthen be rebuked by tcaule that he deſps 
ryth and enſueth vertue onlp foꝛ hit ſclfe: by cauſe he 
ſtudyeth p myſteryes of god: by tauſe he enſercheth 
the counteyll ok nature by cauſc he vleth continualip 


this pleſaiit eaſexreſt:ſckyngenoneoutwarde thyng 
 diſpiſingallotherthynge:ſych thoſe thßges are able 

ſuſt᷑ytientlip to latiltve p deſyʒe ot theyʒ ſolowers. By 
this rekenynge hit is a thynge eyther ſcruyle 02 at Þ 
leſt wile not pꝛincely to make ᷣ ſtudy of wyldom other 
then mercenarne / who may well here this who may 
ſuffre hit. Certaynly he neuer ſtudyed foꝛ wyledome 
which fo ſtudied ther foꝛe that in tpme to come eyther 
he myght not oꝛ wolde not ſtudy therfoꝛe / this man 
rather excerciſed p ſtudy of marchaundyle then of wp 


ſedom. ye wꝛpte vnto me that hit is tyme foꝛ menow 


to put my ſelte in houſhoulde with ſome of the grete 
pꝛynces of Italy but J Ce well Þ as yet yt haue not 
anowen the opvnion that phyloſophꝛes haue otkthem 
ſeife which ( as hozaceſayth) repute the ſcife kynges 
ofkinges:they loue lyberte:they cannot bere p pꝛoud 
maners of eſtates: they tan not ſerue. They dwell 
with them ſelfe and be content with the tranquyllyte 
of theyꝛ oW:empnde they ſuffyce them elke a moꝛc / 
they ſcke nothynge out ok them ſelfe: p thynges that 
ate had in honoure amonge 5 2mune pcoplc:amonge 
them be not holden honourable. All that euer tht vos 
luptuouſe deſpꝛe of men thyꝛſteth fo: :o: ambptyon 
lygheth foꝛ:they ſet at nought e deſpiſe. which while 
hit beſongeth to all men: et vndoubtedly it pteyneth 
mooſt pꝛopꝛely to them home foꝛtune hath ſo lybes 
ra ly fauoured that they may lyue not onclp well and 
plcnteouſly but alſo nobly.Theſe grete foztunes lyft 
vp aman hye and ſcttch hym out to the ſhewe: but of; 
tent ymes as a fycricandaſkyecyſſh hoꝛs they caſt of 
they: mapſter.Certeynly alway ther greue and vexe 
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hym and rather tere hymthen bere hym. The golden 
mediocrite the meane eſtate is to be deſyꝛed whiche 
ſhall bere vs as hit were in hãdes moꝛe eaſeli. which 
ſhall obey vs ⁊ not mayſtre vs. Itherfoꝛe abydyng 


kermelpy inthis opynpõ: ſet moze by my litle houſe my 


ſtudy the pleaſure of mp bokes / Þ reſt and peate ot 
my mynde: then by all your kynges palaces all your 
comune beſyneg/- all your gloꝛp / all the aduauntage 
that ve hawzke after and all the fauoure of the toutt. 
Hoꝛ Jloke not foꝛ this frupte of my ſtudy p Jmay 
therby herafter be toſſed in the flodeand rombelpng 

of your woꝛldly belyneſſe: but Imap ones bꝛyng 
foꝛth the thyldzen that J trauaple on:p̃ I may gvue 
out ſome bokes of myno wne to the comune pꝛockpte 
which may ſumwhat ſauour: pft not ofcõnyng yet at 
the leſt wyle of wyt and dylygente. And by caule ye 

call not thynk that my trauaylc ⁊ dyligente in ſtudy 
is onythyng remytted oꝛ ſlakked. J gyuc pou knows 
ledge after grete feruent labour with moch watch 


and infatpgable trauaple J haue lerned both the he 


bꝛew language and thechaldey and now haue Jſct + 
hande toouercome the grete dyffyculteof the Traby 
tonge. Theſe my dere krende bethynges: whiche to 
apertaine to a noble pꝛynte J haue euer thought and 
vet thynke. Fare pe well. Wꝛyten at Paris the. xv. 
dape ol Ottobꝛe the pere ot grate.q).CCCCixxxxij. 
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The argument oftheepyſtle folowynge, - 
Aus that Johan Fraunſces p neuew of Bis 

cus had(ashitaperety in p̊ tyꝛſt cpiſtleof Pt 
cꝰto hym) begon a chaũge in his lyuynge:hit ſemeth 
by this lettre p the tõpany otthe tourt Where he was 


ner) deſcanted therokto his rebuke as them thought: 
but as trueth was vntothcy2 obne. Some ot them 


iuged hit foly - ſome called hit ppocreſy / ſome ſcoꝛned 
him / ſome ſclaundꝛed hym / ok all whiche demeanour 
(as wemapcof this cpiſtle tõicctute) he wꝛote vrto 
this erle Picus his vncle whiche in this lettre cõfoꝛ⸗ 
ted ⁊ e him as hit is in þ courſe therot eup 


ohan Pie? crleof My2andula to Fratis 
| es his neuewgretyngeinour loꝛde. 
Appy art thou my ſone whan that oure loꝛde 
= not onelp gyueth the grace wel to lyue but alſo 
that whyle thou lyueſt wel he gyueth p grace to bere 
euyl wozdes ofeuyll people fo2 thy lyuynge Well. Cer 
taynly as grete a pꝛayſe as hit is to becommendedof * 
them p are cõmendable as grete a cõmendaciõ it is to 
de repꝛouedot them p are repꝛouable. Notwithſtons 
dynge mp ſone J call the not thertoꝛ happy by tauſe 
this fals repꝛofe is wozſhypfull x glozyous vnto the/ 
but foz bycauſeÞour lozde Jeſu chꝛyſt( which is not 
onely true but alſo trueth hit ſelfe) affermeth that 
bdure rewarde ſhall be plenteous in heuen when men 
ſpeke euyll to bs a ſpeke all euyll agapnſt vs lyuynge 
ö foz his name. This is an Apoſtles dignyte:to be repu 
4 ted dygne aloꝛe god to be defamed ol Wykked folke 
$3 his name. Foz we rede in the golpell ok luke that 


dent. 


coucrlaunt diuerũiy (as hit is there vnmaneriy ma⸗- 


the appoſtles went ioykull and glad fromeÞ counſcilt 
houſe of the iewes bycauſe god had acceptedtheym 
as wozthy to ſuffre Wꝛonge and repꝛeffe foz his ſake. 
Let vs therfoze Joye and be glad pf we be wozthy lo 
grete wozſhpp befoze god his wozlhyp be ſhewed 
in our rebuke. And yf weſuffreof Þ wozldony thyng 
that is greuous oꝛ bytter:let this cwete voyceof our 
loꝛde be our conſolation. i mundus vos odio habet 
ſtitote qꝛ pꝛioʒe me vobis habuit.yf the wozlde(ſayth 
our loꝛde) hate pou: kno we pe 5̊ hit hated me beſoꝛe 
vou. It᷑ p woꝛlde then hated him by whome p wozlde 
was made: we mooſt byle ⁊ ſimple men and woꝛthy 
( xt bor cõſydꝛe our wꝛeched lyuynge well) all ſhame & 
rep:oufe: yf folke bakbyte vs x ſape cuyll of vs: (hall 
we lo greuouſſy take hit þ leſt they ſhold ſay cupll we 
ſholoe begyntodoeuyll, Let vs rather gladlp tecep⸗ 


ue theſe euyl woꝛdes and yk We be not ſo happy to ſuk 


fre fo; vertue ⁊ trueth as the olde ſevntes (uffred be⸗ 
tynges / byndynges / pꝛyſon / ſwerdes /a deth. Let vs 
th vnke at the leſt wiſe we be well ſerued yt we haue ỹ 
grace to ſuffrechydynge / detraccion/⁊ hatred of wikk⸗ 
ed men / leſt 5 pf all occaſion of deſeruynge be tatzen 
awape ther be lefte vs none hope of rewarde/yf men 
fo: thy good lyuynge pꝛapſe the:thy vertue certapnly 
in vᷣ hit is vertue maketh the lyke vnto chꝛyſt: but in 
that hit is pꝛavſed hit maketh the vnlike him: which 
fo: therewardof his vertue reteyued p oppꝛobꝛpouſe 
deth of the croſſe ſoꝛ Which as the apopſtie ſayth god 
hath er alted hym and gyuen hym a name pᷣ is aboue 
all names. Moe deſyꝛctull is than to be condempned 
ol the wozlde and exalted ol god then to be craltevok 


the woꝛlde and condemned of god / p wozldecodens 
neth to lyke: god exalteth to glozye: Þ Wozlde exateth 
to a fall / god condempneth to p tpze of hell-fynably yt 
p wo:lde kawne vpon pᷣ:vnneth hit map be but Þ thy 
vertue(Which all lyfte vp warde ſholde haue god alos 
ne to pleaſe) ſhall ſomwhat vnto pᷣ blandiſſhynge of Þ 
woylde q fauoure of Þ people inclyne. Ind ſo thoughe 
hit leſe nothynge ol p integrite ok our perfeccio pet hit 
teeth oftherewarde which reward whyple hit begyn⸗ 
neth to be payde in woꝛlde Whereallthyngeislytle 
hit (hal be leſle ĩ heuẽ where al thing is grete. O haps 
py rebukes which make vs ſure:pᷣ neither Þ ſloure ot 
our vertue ſhall wyther w the peltileuc blaſt of vapns 

gloꝛye:noꝛ our etetnall rewarde be mynyllyed foz the 
vayn pꝛomocion of a lytcll populare fame. Let vs mp 
lone loue thete rebukes ⁊ oneip ot p ignomynpe and 
rep:efeof our loꝛdes croſſe. Let vs lyke feyth full ſer⸗ 
uaũtes with an holy ambyt pon be pꝛoude. Wwe(layth 
ſaynt Paule) pꝛeche chꝛyſt cruciiyed Which is vnto ß 
ie wes diſpite / vnto p gentyles foly / vnto vs p vertue 
and Wwyſedom of god. The wyldomokthis wozlde is 
folyſſhnes afoze god a the foly of chꝛyſt is p;by which 
he hath ouertome p wpledomok p woꝛlde by whiche 
hit hath picaſed god to make his beliußg people ſafe. 


Itkthat thou doubte not but they be madde whiche 


bakbite thy vertue: which:the chꝛyſten lyuynge p is 
very wiledom reputeth foꝛ madnes /e ſibze than how 
moche wert thy madnes:yfthou ſholdeſt fox the iuge 
ment otmadde men lwarue krome the good inſtituciõ 
of thy lyfe namely lith all errour is with amendemet 
to be taben awape ⁊ not with imitation q folowypnge 


"I 


tobeencreaced.Letthepmtherfozenyghe-/letthepm 
bawlet them karke/ go thou boldeiy 
nep as thou haſtb and ot the wyckednes e my 
ſerycoidze how moche thy lelfe arte bcholden to god 
whiche hath illumined ß ſyttynge in the ſhado we ot 
dethe and tranſlatynge the out of the copany ofthem 


(which lyne dꝛõken men with out aguyde wandze hy 


ther ano thpther in obſcure derkenes) hath aſſociate 
the tothe chyldzenoflyght.Let chat ſame ſovete voy 


te ołour lozde alwape ſo one in thyneres. Sine moꝛẽ 


tuos ſepclire moꝛtuos ſuos tu me ſequere. Let decd 
men alone With deed men: kolowe thou me -decd be 
they that lyue not to god and in the ſpacc ot this tems 
poꝛall dethe labozyoudy purchaſe them Celfe eternall 
deth. Ol whom pf Pare wherto they daawe:wherto 
thep rekerre they? ſtudyes/thepz wertes # they? beſy 
nes x fynally what ende they haue appoynted them 
ſelfe in the adopcyon Wherof they ſholde bc happy» 
eyther they ſhall haue vtteriy nochyngc to anlwere / 
oz they (hall bꝛyng fozth woꝛdes repugnaunt in them 
ſelf contrary ccheto other lykc the rauynge of bede⸗ 


lem people. Noz they wot neuer them ſelfe what they 


do but lyke them that (wyme in ſwylte flodes they be 


bozne fozth with þ violẽte ot᷑ euyll cuſtom as hit were 


with the bopſtious coutſe ot p u᷑reme. And theyꝛ wik 


hkednes blyndynge them on this ſyde:# the deuyl pꝛik 


kuynge them loz warde on that ſyde: they renne fothe 
hedlyng in to all miſchiete. As blynde guydes of blyn 
de men /tyll that dethe ſet on them vnware a tyll that 


hit be lard vnto themthatcyzylt larth in the golpeu 


— 


* 


my krende this nyght p deuplles ſhalt take thy foule 
fromethe: theſc goodes then that thou haſte gedered 
whoſe ſhall they be. Then ſhall they enuy the whom 
they deſpiſed. Then ſhal they cõmend them that they 
mokked then ſhall they coueyte to enlew them in ly⸗ 
. uyng whan they may not: whom whan they myght 
haue enſewed they putlewed / ſtop therfozc thyn eres 
my mooſt dere ſone ⁊ What ſo cuer men ſey ot p what 
ſo euer men thynke on p accõpt hit foz noth nge / but 
regarde onely þ iugemẽt of god which ſhall pelde cue 
ry man after his owne werkes when he ſhall ſhewe 
hym ſelte frome heuen w p aungels ok his vertue: in 
flameoffyze doynge vẽgeaũce vpon them that haue 
not knowen god no2 obeyed his golpell wich (as the 
apoſtle ſeyth ) ſhal ſuffre in deth 1 pepn. From Þ 
kace of our loꝛde ⁊ frome the gloʒy ot his vertue whan 
he ſhall come to be glozyedof his ſeyntes ⁊ to be made 
mcrueplous in all chemp haue btleued. Hit is wꝛp⸗ 
ten. Qolite timere qui coꝛpꝰ poſſunt occidere fed qui 
anima poteſt mittere in gehennã. Fere not the (ſeyth 
our lozde)that may fle the body: but fere hym ỹ map 
caſt the ſoule in to helle. Holo moche leſſe then be they 
to be fexed: ð may neyther hurt ſoule noꝛ body Which 
pfthepnow bakbyte p lyurnge vcrtuoudy they (hall 
do the ſame neuer the leſſe:yf (vertue foꝛſaken) thou 
were ouer whelmed with vyce not foꝛ Þ vyte dilplea⸗ 
ſeth them but foꝛ Þ p vyceof bakbytynge al way plea 
ſeth them flee yf thou loue thyn helth flee as ferre as 
thou mayſt theyꝛ companye / and retournyngetothp 
(elle oftentymes ſceretly pꝛay vnto Þ mooſt benygne 
tfatherok heuen crpenge w the pꝛophete. Ad te dñe le 


uaui animam meam deus meus inkcedfidononeris 
beſcam etiã ſi irridcant me inimici mei ctenĩ bnwers 
li qui ſperant in te nonconfundenf.Cofundantur mis 
qua agctes ſupuacue. vias tuas dftedemoſtra mihi 
et ſlemitas tuas edoce me. ditige me in veritate tua et 
doce ic quia tu es deus ſaluatoꝛʒ meus et in te ſperas. 
bo tota die, That is toſaye. ToÞ loꝛde I lyfte vp mp 
ſoule in the Itruſt I qhall not be ſhamed e thoughe 
mpne enemies mok me. Certaynly all they Þ truſt in 
the ſhall not be aſhamed. Let them be a ſhamed that 
Wozke wyckednes in vayne. Thy weyes good lozde 
ſhewe me and thy pathes teche me directe me in thy 
trueth and teche me koꝛ thou arte god my laupoure in 
the ſhall I truſt all the daye. Bemembze alſo my ſone 
pthc dethe lyeth at hande. N emẽ bꝛe that all the tyme 
ok our lyfe is but a moment ⁊ yet leſſe than a moment 


Bemembꝛe how curſed our olde enemy is: wohiche ofs 


fcreth vs kyngdomes of this Wozid that he myght 
beryue vs þ kyngdome okheuen / ho w falle the flciſhs 
ly pleſures: which therfoze embꝛate vs p they might 
ſtrangle vs. how diſceptetul theſe wozldly honoures: 
which therkoꝛe lykte vs vp: p they myght thꝛowe vs 
downe/ how decdlytheſerychelles: whiche the moꝛe 
they fede vs: d moꝛe they poylſon vs /how ſhoꝛte how 
vncertayne how ſhadowe like falſe pmaginary hit is 
5 all theſe thpges togyther map bꝛynge vs: a thougg 
they flowe to vs as We Wolde wyſlh them. Bemebꝛe 
aàgayne how grete thynges be ꝓmyſed and pꝛepared 
foz the:which dilpilynge theſep2eſent thynges deſire 
and longe fozthatcoutre whoſe kyngets þ godhced/ 
whole _ is charitc/-whoſemelurets ng Octupi 
ic J. 


thy mynde with theſe meditacyong and ſuche other ỹ 
may waken the when thou ſlepeſt / kyndle Þ when p 
waxes colde/cõterme the when thou wauereſt a cxhi 
bit Þ whynges ofthe loue of god whyle thou laboꝛeſt 
to heuen warde that whan thou comeſt home to vs 
(Which with grete delyꝛe We loke fo: ) we map ſe not 
onely h that we coueyte but allo ſuche a maner one 
as We coueyte. Fare well and loue god whom ok olde 
thou halt begon to ere. At ferarethe.ij. day ot July 
the rere of our — CCC C. ixxxxij. 


ry tnterpzctacion of Johan Pic® bpon 
RETIRE medomine. _ 


Cite dfie qm̃ ſperaui in te. Dirt domi 
no deus ken meoꝝ nõ eges 

q ſunt in terra mirificauit voluntates ſuas. 
— — ſit infirmicates poſtea accelerauerũt. 
— — couenticula cop de langumibus: nec 
memo? ero noĩm coꝛũ per labia mea. Dis pars heres 
ditatis mee a calitis mei:tu es qui reſtitues heredita 
tem meam mihi. Funes cetiderunt mihi in pꝛeclatis 
ctenihereditas mea pclara tſt mihi. Beridicam dum 
qui tribuit mihi inteilectũ inſuꝑ et vſq; ad noctem ins 
trepuerunt me renes mei. Pꝛouide ba dum in conſpe⸗ 
ctu meo ſemper 1 commoucar 


Pꝛopter hot letatum eſt coz mcu3 et exultauit lingua 
mca inſuper et caro mea requieſcet in ſpe. Quomam 
non derelinques animam meam in inkerno net dabis 
ſanctũ tuum videre coꝛruptionem. Notas mihi fetiſti 
vias vite adunplebis me leticia cum vultu tuo. Delc⸗ 
ctationes in dextera tua vſq; in finem. Conſerua me 
domine. Nepe me good loꝛde. ¶ It ony pertyte man 
loke vpon hiSowne eſtate there is one parclltherinÞ 
is to wyte leſt he Wax pꝛoude of his vertue and ther⸗ 
foꝛe Daupd ſpekyng in perſon of a ryghteous man 
of his eſtate begynn teh with theſe woꝛdes. ¶ onſer⸗ 
ua me domine. That is to ſape kepe me good lozde 


* map not be pꝛoude therot but rather humbicd 
ze god alter thoſe Woꝛdes ofthapoſtle. 


ok 
be 
Q. uid habes quod nò accepiſti. What haſt thou that 
thou haſt not reteyued and pk thou haſt not reccyued 
hit: why arte thou pꝛoude therofas though thou had 
deſt not receyucd it. T Wo Woꝛdes the be there which 
we ſholde euer haue in our mouthe: p one. Qiſerere 
mei deus. Haue mercy on me loꝛde whan We remem⸗ 


bꝛe our vyte: that other. Conlerua me deus. Repe 
me good loꝛde When we temembꝛe our 1 * 
N E. ij. 


' 


— 


Q uonia ſperaui in te. Foʒ IJ haue truſted in p. This : 


one thynge is it that maketh vs obtayne of god oute 
perycio pᷣ̊ is to wyte whan we haue a full hope # truſt 


that we ſhall ſpede. yt we oblerue thele two thynges 
inour reqneſtes 5 is to wyte v we requpzenothynge 


but that whiche is good foꝛ vs andy we requyꝛe hit 


ͤrdentiy with a ſure hope that god ſhall here vs / our 


pꝛapers ſhall neuer be voide wherfoꝛe whan we miſſe 
theclfecteofour petycpon eyther hit is foz ß we aſke 
ſuch typ ge as is nopous vnto vs (foz as chult ſapth) 
we wot neuer what we aſke and Jeſus ſayd what ſo 
euer ye ſhall aſte in my nanie hit ſhall be gyucn you, 
This name Jeſus ſigniłpeth alauyourandtherfoze 
there is nothynge aſkedinþ name ol Jeſus but that 
is holſome and helpyng to the ſaluacion ofthe aſkcr) 
oz elles god hereth not oure pꝛapoure bycauſe that 
thoughe p thpngey we requpꝛe be good pet Wweaſke 
it not well / foz We aſke hit with lytle hope. And he 
aſkcth doubtyngely aſteth coldely #therfoze ſaynt 
ames biddeth vs aſke in fayth noth yng doubt ng. 
xi diio deus meus es tu. I haue ſayd to our loꝛde 
my god arte thou. Itter that he hath warded x fen⸗ 
ted him leite agaynſt pꝛyd he deſtrybeth inthele wo 
des his eſtate. All the eſtate ofa rcyghtcous man ſtan 
deth in theſe woꝛdes. Dixi domino deus me? es tu. 
A haue ſapd to oure loꝛde my god arte thou. whiche 
Woꝛdes though they ſeme comune to all folke pet are 


there verp few ỹ maye ſaye them truelp / that thyng 


a man taketh foz his god that he taketh fot his chyefe 


good. And that thynge taketh he fo2 his chyefc good 
which onely had thoughtallother thy ges lak ye thfs 


: 


tzeth hym telle happy a whiche onely lakpng though 
he haue al other thynges he thinketh him ſelf vnhap 
py. The negard then leyth to his money. Deus me 
ts tu. ꝙ y god art thou. Foz though honour faple c 
helth and ſtrenghte and frendes lo he haue money he 
thynketh him leite well. And yf he haue al thoſethm 
ges 5 we haue ſpoken of pfmonep faple. he thinketh 
him lelfe vnhappy. The gloton ſeyth vnto his fleſſi 
ly luſt p ambyciouſe man leyth to his vaynglozp my 
god art thou. Se than how few may trewly ſey thele 
woꝛdes haue ſapdeto ourelozde my god arte thou. 
 Fozoncly he maye trewlp ſaye it whiche is cõtent w 
god alone: lo p yfthere were offred hym all the kyngs 
doines ofthe wozlde and all the good that is in erth 
and all the good that is in heuen he wolde not ones 
offende god to haue them all. Jntheſe woꝛdes than / 
IJ haue ſepd to our loꝛd m god art thou /ſtandeth all 
the ſtate ofa ryght Wyle man. Quoniã bonoꝝ meoꝝ 
non eges. Foz thou haſt no nede of my good in theſe 
woꝛdes he ſheweth Þ cauſe why he ſayth onely to our 
loꝛde. Ot ꝰ meus es tu. My god art thou the cauſc is 
foꝛ that oncly oure loꝛde hath no nede of oure good. 
CThereis no creature but pit nedeth other creatures 
and though they be ok leſſe perfceepon than hit ſcife 
as phyloſophers and diuynes puen:foz pftheſe moꝛe 
imperfpte creatures were not / p other that are moze 
parfyte toude not be. Foz yf ony parteof Þ holt vny⸗ 
uerſyteoktreatures were diſtroped ⁊ fallen to nought 
all the hole were ſubuerted- Foꝛcertaynty one part of 
that vniuerſyte per iſſhyng all parties periſſi and all 
creatures be partis ofp vniuerſpte of For" bmuer 

5 (Ut 


1 


kite god is no parte but he is the begynnyng nothyng 
there vpon dependynge. Foz nothynge truely wanne 
he by Þcreacyon of this Woꝛlde noꝛ noth ynge holde 
he leſe pt the wozlde were adnychylate and turned to 
nought agayn. Than onely god is he whiche hath no 
nede ol oure 
ſhamed to take ſuche thynge fo: god as hath nede ok 
vs / ſuche is euery ercature. Mozeouer We ſhold not 
accept foz god p is to ſaye foz the chyefe goodnes but 
onely Þthynge whiche is the mooſt ſoucrapne goods 
nes ot all thyages and that is not the goodnes ofony 
tteature/onelp therfoze to out lozdeought we to lays 
mp god art thou. S anttis qui ſunt in terra eius mis - 
riticauit voluntates ſuas. To his ſayntes that are in 
Plondeof hym he hath made meruclous his willes. 
Atter god ſholde we ſpccially loue them Which arencs 
reſt ioyned vnto god as be the holy aungelles & blyſ⸗ 


l ed layntes that are in thepꝛ coũtree okheuen therfoꝛe 


alter that he had ſapd to oure loꝛde my god arte thou 
he addeth therunto that oure loꝛde hathe made mer 
uelous his wylles 5ᷣ is to ſape he hathe made merue⸗ 
lous his loues and his deſyʒes to warde his ſeynteg 
that are in the londe of hym that is to wWytt in the toũ⸗ 
tree ot heuen whiche is called onde of god and the 
londeof lyuynge people. Ind verply yf we inwardiy 
_ eoſydzehow grete is the feliciteołthat toũtree ⁊ how 
moche is p miſerpof this woꝛlde how grete ts Þ good 
nes and charpte ołthoſe bleſſed cite yns: we ſhall cos 
tinualty deſpꝛe to be hens that we were there. Theſe 

thynges a ſuch other wha we remẽbꝛe we ſhold cucr 
moe take hede p our meditarions be not vnfruyt full 


good / well ought we certaynly tobe a 


but that of eucry meditacyon We ſholdalWwayes pur⸗ 
chaſ? one vertue oz other / as foz enſample by this 
ineditacyonof the goodnes of that heuenly countree 
we ſholde wynne this vertue that we ſholde not ones 
ly ſtrongly ſuſtre deth and pacyentiy whan our tyme 
cometh oꝛ yf hit were put vnto vs foꝛ Þ faith of chʒyſt: 
but alſo we ſholde wyllyngelp and gladly longe ther⸗ 
_ fozedeſy2yngeto be departed out ofthis vale ot Wꝛet⸗ 
chydnes p we may teygne inp heuenly coũtree with 
god his holy ſayntes. Qultiplicate ſunt infirmitas - 
tes coum poſtea acccleraueriit, They: infyzmptees 
bemultyplyedandaftcrthey haſted. Theſe wozdes 
the pphete ſpcketh of wyckcd men. By infyzmytecs 
he vnderſtondeth Jdoles x lo hit is in p hebꝛiew text. 
Foꝛ as good folke haue but one god whom they woꝛ⸗ 
(yp ſo cupll folke haue many goddes and Jdoles fo 
they haue manp voluptuouſe pleaſurs many vayne 
deſpꝛes many dpuers pallyons Whiche they ſerue/ x 
wherfoꝛe ſeke they many ſondꝛy pleaſures: certainly 
fo: by cauſe they tan fynde none can ſet theyꝛ herte 
at reſt + fo Þ(as Þþ pꝛophete ſayth) wycked men walk 
about in a circuct oꝛ copace wherof there is none ende 
Ho alter theſe woꝛdes:theyꝛ Idoles be multiplied 
hit folo weth. After they haſted p18 to ſay: after they 


Idoles after theyꝛ paſſyons and beeſtly deſp2es they 


tõge forth hedlynge vnaduyſedly Wout onycouſidera 
ton. And in this be we taught that we ſholde as ſpe⸗ 
dcly ronne ta vertue as they rõne to vyte ⁊ p we ſhold 
with no leſle dylygente ſerue our lozde god thanthey 
ſcrue they? lo2deÞ deuyll. The iuſte man tõſyderyng 
p eſtate of euyll lolte determineth fermly w hym (elke 


) 


(as weſholdealſo)that vtterly he wyll in no Wyſe fo⸗ 
lowe them æ thertoꝛe he ſaith. '{Jon congregabo cons 
uenticulã co2u3 de languinibꝰ net memoꝛ nominum. 
I cchall not gather the cõgregacyon of them krome the 
blode noꝛ J ſhall not remembꝛe thepꝛ names he ſapth 
com the blode both bycauſe Jdolatrcs were wont to 
gather the blodeofthey2Tacrefycetogyther and ther⸗ 
aboute todo they ſcrymonycs. And allo fo2 that all 
the lyfe of euyll men koꝛſaken rcaſon Whiche ſtondeth 
all in the ſoulc and folo wen lenlualyte that ſtondeth 
all in blode / the pphete ſaith not oucly that he wyll 
not gather they cõgregatyon togyther fromy blode 
that is to ſay Þ he wolde do no ſatrefyte to thoſe Jdos 
les but alſo that he wolde not remembꝛe theyz nameg 
that is to ſay that he wolde not talke noꝛ ſpekeofp vo 
luptuouſe delytes whiche are cuyll peoples goddes 
which we myght pet lawfully do: ſhewynge vs by p: 
that a parfyte man ſholde abſtayne not onely from vn 
lawfullpleaſures but alſo frome la wfull / to thende þ 
he may all togyther hole haue his mynde in to heuen 
warde and the moꝛe purely entende vnto the contem⸗ 
placion ot heucly thynges. And foꝛ as moche as ſome 
man wolde peraduenture thynke p hit were foly foz 
aà man vtteriy to depꝛyue him ſelfe ftom all pleaſures 
ther loꝛ Þ pphete addeth. Dñs pars hereditatt mee. 
Our loꝛde is p part ofmyn enheretaunce / as though 
he wolde ſaye meruaple the not though J fo:ſake all 
thynge to thentent J map haue 5ᷣ poſſeſſyon of god 
in whom al other typ ges alſo be poſſeſſed. This ſhold 

be the voyte ofeuery good thꝛyſten man. Dñs pars 

hercditatis mee. God is the parte vt myne enhere⸗ 


tatice.Fo2 certaynlp we chꝛyſten people to whom god 
is pzomnyſed fo2 an enheretaũce ought to be a ſhamed 
to deſy2eony thyng beſpdehym. But foꝛ 9 ſome man 
myght happely repute hit foz a grete pſumpcionÞa 
man ſholde pmyle hymlelfe god foz his enherytauns 
ce therfoze p pꝛophete putteth therto. Tu es qui reſti 
tues hereditatem meam michi. Thou good loꝛde arte 
he that (hall reſtoze myne enherptaunce vnto me. Is 
though he wolde ſape. O good loꝛde my god Jknovo 
well that Jam nothynge in reſpect of p 
am vnable to aſſende by myne owne ſtrength / ſo 
yghe-to haue p in poſſeſſpon but thou arte hep ſhalt 
dꝛawe me to the by thy grate thou arte hethat ſhalte 
gyue thy lelfe in poſleſſion vnto me. Let a ryghteous 
man then conſydꝛe how grete a felicite hit is to haue 
god fall vnto hym as his enherytaunce hit foloweth 
inthe plalme. Hunes ceciderunt michi in pꝛecla⸗ 
ris. The toꝛdes haue fall to me nobly. The partes 
and lottes of enherytaunces were ot olde tyme met 
out and dyuyded by toꝛdes oꝛ ropes, Theſe Woꝛdes 
then the ropes 02 coꝛdes haue fallen to me nobly be 
aſmoche to ſay as the parteof lot ot myne enherptaũ⸗ 
te is noble. But foz as moche as there be many men 
which though they be called to this grete felycite (as 
in dede all chꝛiſten people are) pet they let lytel therby 
andoften tymes chaunge hit fo a ſimall ſymple delp⸗ 
te therfoze Þ pꝛophete ſaith ſuyngly. Nereditas mea 
Þclara eſt michi. Myn enheritaũce is noble to me. Js 
though he wolde lay that as hit is noble in hit lelfe ſo 
hit is noble to me that is to ſaye I reputed hit noble. 
And all other thyngesmreſpectc ok hit / J repute(as 


Wote well 


ſaynt Paulecſayth / toꝛ donge / but foꝛ as in oche as to 

hauethis lyghtof vnderſtandynge wherchp a man 
may know this gyft that is gyuen hym of god to be 
the gykt ot god / therfoꝛe the pꝛophete ſuyngely ſayth. 
Niidicam dñm qui tribuit intellectũ. That is to ſape 
F ſhall blyſſe our loꝛde Whiche hath gyuen me under 
ſtondinge but in ſo moche as a man oftẽtymes enten⸗ 
deth after reaſon to ſerue god and p notwithſtondyng 
pet lenſualite and the fleſſh repugneth: than is a man 
perfyte whan p not his ſoule onely but alſo his ficlly 
dꝛa we foꝛthe to godwarde after thole woꝛdes of the 
ꝓphete in an other plalme. ¶ oꝛ meũ ⁊ caro mea ex: 
ultauerũt ĩ deũ viuũ. That is to ſape my mynde ⁊ my 
fleſſhe both haue ioyed in to liuynge god ⁊ foz this the 
pꝛophete ſayth here luyngely. At vſq; ad noctẽ incre 
puerũt me renes mei. y reynes oꝛ kidney hath chy 
den me vnto the nyght: that is to ſavye my reynes in 
which is wont to be the greteſt inclinacyon to cõcupi⸗ 
ſtente not onely nowecnclyne me not to ſynne but alſo 
chydeth me that is to ſay withdꝛawe me fro lynne vn 
tothe npght that is to ſaye they ſo ferſoꝛth withdꝛaw 
me krom ſrñe that wyllyngly they alflyct and payne 
my body. Acflyccyõ is inſcryptureoftentymes ſigni 
fied by the nyght bycauſe hit is the mooſt dyſcõfoꝛta⸗ 

ble ſeaſon. Then ſuynglythe pꝛophete ſheweth what 
is pᷣ rote ot this pꝛiuacion oz takynge awape of fleſſij 
ly cõtupiſcence in ami ſayenge. Oꝛouidebũ deũ ſem 
per in 2ſpectu meo. Þ pꝛouyded god al way beloꝛe me 
light / koꝛ yl a man had god alwaye beloꝛe his eyen as 
a tuler otall his werkes ⁊ in all his werkes he ſholde 
neyther leke his odone lucre his gloꝛpe noꝛ his owne 


plcaſure but oncly to Þ pltaſure ot god he ſhold ſhoꝛtly 
br perfyte. Ind foꝛ as moche as hep ſo dooth p:olpes 
reth in al thynge therkoꝛe it foloweth. T pſe a dexttis 
eſt mihi ne tõmouear. He is on my ryght hand that 
be not moued oꝛ troubled, Then the pphetedcclarct 
how grete is p felycite of a iuſte man Whiche ſhall be 
cucrlaſtyngly blyſlſed bothe in body and in ſoule and 
thcrfoze he ſapth. IA ctatuz eſt coꝛʒz meum. My ſoule 
is glad knowyng p after deth heuen is made redy foz 
hm. &t caro mea requieſtet in ſpe ⁊ my ficſſhe ſhall 
reſt in hope that is to ſaye that thoughe it ioye not bp 
and by as in reccpuynge his glozyous eſtate medpats 


uipatter the dethe yet hit reſteth in the ſcpulcre with 


this hope that hit ſhall aryſe in the daye of Judge⸗ 
mente immoꝛtall and ſhyndnge with his ſoulc. And 
alſo the ꝓphete moꝛe expucllely declareth in the vers 
ſe folo wing. Foꝛʒ Where he ſayd thus mp ſoule is glad 
he addeth the caule ſapenge. Q. uoniam non dertlin⸗ 
ques animam in inferno. Foz thou ſhalt not lcue my 
ſoule in hell. Allo where the pꝛophete ſayd that his 
ficſſh ſholde reſt in hope he ſheweth the caulc ſapeng. 
Q ct dabis ſanctum tuum viderc coꝛruptionem. 
Noz thou ſhalte not ſuffrethy ſaynt to Ce coxrupcyon 
that is to ſaye thou ſhalte not ſuſtre 8̊ fleſſhe of a good 
man to be corrupted. Foz that that was coxruptyble 
ſhall aryſe incoꝛruptible. And fo: as meche as chꝛyſt 
was the fyꝛſt whiche centred paradiſc and opencd the 
lvfe vnto vs and was the fyꝛſt that roſe agayne and 
the tauſe ot our reſurretcyon:therfoꝛe theſe woꝛdes 
that we haue ſpoken of the reſurrceeyon ben pꝛy . 


cipally vnderſtondeu ofchult as ſaynt pcter Þ apoſtle 
hath declared / e lecondat ply thep may be bndcrſtons 
den ol vs inp we be the mebꝛes of chz1ſt which onely 
neuer ſawe coꝛtrupcyon foꝛʒ his holy body was in his 
ſepulcre nothyug putritied / foꝛ aſmochethẽ as p way 
of good lyuyng bꝛyngeth vs to a ꝑpetuall lyfe ot ſoule 
e body therloie p ꝓphete ſayth. Notas michi feciſti 
vias vite. Thou haſt made the waycs oflyfe knowen 
vnto me and bycauſe that all the felptyte of that ſtons 
deth in theclere beholdynge and fruycion of god/ther⸗ 
foze hit foloweth. A dumplebis mc leticus cuz vultu 
tuo. Thou ſhalt tyũ me full ofgladncs with thychere 
& fo that our felicite ſhall be cucrlaſtpnge therfoze he 
ſapth. Oelectationes in dextra tua vſq; in fin. Dele 
ctacion c Joy ſhall be on thy ryght hande foꝛ cuer:he 
ſapth on thy ryght hand bycaule p our fclycite is fuls 
fylled in the vylpon and fruytionof the humanyte ok 
chzyſt which ſytteth in heuen on ryght hande ol his 
fathers mateſte-afterÞ wozdes of ſaint Johan. et 
eſt tota merces vt videamꝰ deũ quem miſiſti Jeſum 
chʒiſtum. That is alloure rewarde that we mape be 
holde god and Jeſus chꝛyſt whome thou haſt ſent: to 
whiche rewarde he bꝛynge vs that ſyttcth there and 
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Here begyn. xi. rules of Johan Picugerle 
of Mpꝛandula parteip excytyng partely dys 
tectynge a man in (pyzytuall batayle. 


6 ho lo to bertue eſtemeth the waye | 


( | Bycauſe we muſt haue Watte contynualt 


Agaynſt p woꝛlde/p fleflh- Þ deuyll / that aye 


Enfozce them ſeite to make vs bonde Ethzall 
Let hym remembꝛe that chele what waye he ſhall 


Euen atter the wozide-pet muſt he nede luſte 
Soꝛow / aducrſite-labour-greyfe,and payne, 
The ſeconde tule. 


Chynke inthis wꝛetched wouldes beſy woo 
The batapll moꝛe ſharpe ⁊ lenger is Iwys 


With moꝛe laboure and leſſe frupte alſo N 
n whiche the ende ol laboure:labour is | 
nd when the wozlde hath lelt vs after this 


Voyde ol all vertue: the tewarde when we dye 


Is nought but fyze and payne p 
The thpꝛde rule. 


erpetually 


Conſydzc well that foly it is and vayne 
(To loke foz heuen with pleaſure and delpght 
Sith chꝛyſt our lozde and ſoucreynecaptayne 


Aſcended neuer but by manly fyght 


And bytter paſſion/then were it no ryght 


That ony ſeruaunt / ye wyll your ſeife recoꝛde 


Sholde ſtonde in better condicyon then his loꝛde 


The fourth rule. 


Thynke how that we not onely ſholde not grudg 
But cke be glad and ioyfull ofthis fyght Gl 


Pic? 


Indlongetherfo2c all thou 


gh W in Be Judge 
.J. 


N, 


| Howthattherby redounde bnto vs myghe = 
Dap pzofyte hut oneiy foz delyght 4 

Co be contourmed and lyke in ſome behauous 
To Jcſu Chryſt our bleſſed lo. de ⁊ ſaupoure 


As oftcn as thou doſt warre and ſtryue. 
By the reſyſtence ot onp ſpnfull mocyon 
A gaynſt onp ot thy ſenſuau wyttes fyue 
Caſt in thy mynde as oft with good deuocpon 
Dow thou teſembleſt chyſt / as with ſowꝛe pocyon 
thou payne thy taſt: remembze therwithall 
w chꝛxſt fo; the taſted eyſeu and gall 


pl thou withdꝛawethyn handes and foꝛbere 
he rauen of ony thyngt:remembꝛethan 
How his innocent handes napled were | 
fthou be tempte w pꝛyde:thynke how that whan 
e was in koꝛme ot god: yet of a bonde man 
He toke the ſhap and humbied hym felfc foz the 
Co the mooſt odioute and vyle deth ol a tree. 


Conſpdꝛe whenthou arte moued to be wzothe 
He who that was god / and ol all men the beſt 

eynge hym ſelke ſcoꝛned ſcoꝛged both 

And as a thete betWwene.y.thcucs thꝛeſt 

with all rebune and ſhame: pet from his beſt 

Came neuer ſigneof w2ath oz ofdiſdayne 

But pacyently cnduredall the payne. 


Chus euery ſnare andengyneofthedeuylt 
pkchouthis wyle perule them by and by 


Chere tan be none ſocurfcdo2 ſo euplk 
But to ſome vertue thou mapit itappiye 
Fo; oftc thou ſhalt; reſyſtyng valyauntiy 
The fcndes myght and lotle lyery datrte 
Our laupourcryltreſemblein lomeparte | 


The kylt rule. 


Remembꝛe Well that we in no wylt muſt 
Ac ypther in the kozeſayd eipy:ytucll armoure 
Noz onp other remedy put out truſt 

But ouciy in the vertue ltrength ofour ſaupour 

Foz he it is by h hole myghty poWze 

The wo;lde was vtynqupiſhed a his pꝛynte caſt out 
Whiche repgued beloꝛe in aulthe etthe about 


In bym let vs truſt tooucrcome all cupll 
Zu hr m ict vs put our hopeandcoufydence 
To lubden e.hc fleſihe ano maſt er pᷣ deupll 
To hym bc all youour andlowly reuerence 
Ott ſholde we requpʒe with allour dyltgence 
With pzaycr/ Wity teereS-#lamentable plapntes 
Tyc apocot his grace and his holy ſayntes 


The ſyxte rule, 


The. vij. rule 


Enloꝛce thy lelte not onely fog to ſonde 


One ſynne vaynquyſlhedloke thou not tarye © 
But lye in aWapyte foz another euerp houre 
Foz as a Wood ipon the fende our aduerſarye 
Kynneth aboute ſckynge whom he map deuoure 
Vycrfoze contynually vpon thy towae 
Leſt he the vupurucped and vnredp catche 

Thou mutt with the pzophcte ſtonde F bepe watche 


If, 


I " 


Unuaynquyſſhed agaynſt the deuyls myghe 
Butouer that take valyauntcly on hande 

To vayaquylſhehym and put hym vnto flyghe 
And that is wyan of p ſame dede thought oz ſyght 
By Whych he wolde haue the With ſpnne contract: 
Thou takeſt occaſyon ot ſome good vertuoule acte. 


Sometyme he ſecretly caſtyth in thy mynde 
Some la wodable dede toſterethetopzyde 
As vapn gloꝛpe makyth many a man blynde 
But let humplite be thy ſure guyde 
Typ good wark to god let hit be applvede 

Th pnke hit not thyn but a gykt of his 

Ol whole grace vudowtedip all gnodnes is 
1 | The vitt rule 

ntymeofbataylcſo put thy ſelfe in pꝛeace 

though thou ſhuldeſt after that victoꝛ pe 

Emtoye foꝛ eutt a perpetuall peate | 
Fo godofhis goodncs and lyberall mercy | 
Mape graunt the gyfte/x cke thy pꝛoude enemy 
Confoundcd and rebuked by thy batayle 


Shall the nomoze bhappcly fo2 very ſham c aſſaple * 


But when thou mayſt ones Þ triumphe obtapne 
Pꝛepate thy leite and trymme the in thy gere 
As thou ſholocſt tncontinent fight agayn 
Fox pfthou beredythe deupll wyll the fere 
Wyer ſoꝛe in ony wyle ſo cuen thou the bere 
That theu teme mbꝛe and haue euer in memoꝛy. 
In victoꝛp batapie in batayle victozy 


Jfthouthynkethy (clfe well keneed and lure 
Agaynſt cucrp ſotell ſuggeſtion ot vyctre 
Conlydꝛe fraple glaſſe map no dyſtres endure 
And grete aduenturers oftecurs the dyce 
Icopard not to farre thert̃oʒe and pe be wyle 
But euermoꝛe eſchewethe occaſpons ot ſynne 
| Foz he that loueth parell ſhallpercſſhtherin 
| The.x.rule, | ; 
In all temptacyon withſtonde the begynnynge 
The curſcedinfantes ofwzetched Bablilon 
Toſuffrethem wax / is a Jeoperdous thynge 
Bete out theyz bzapnes therfoze at the ſtone 
Perylous is the canker that catcheth the bone 
Tolatccomecth the medicine pk thou let the ſoze 
Bylongecontynuaunce encri ale moꝛʒe moꝛe. 
5 The.xj.rule. 
Though in the tyme ofthe batayle and warre 
The conſlecte ſeme bytter ſharpe and ſowze 
pet conlydzc hit is moꝛe pleaſute farre 
Ouer the deupll to be a conquetoure 
Then is inthe vleofthy beeſtiy picaſoure 
Ol vertue moꝛe ioyethe tonſcience hath within 
Then outwarde the body ok all his fpithy tſynne 


In this poynt many men err fo2 necligence 
Foz they comparenot the Jope oł the vyctoꝛp 
To thc ſenſuall pleaſure ottheyʒ concupilcence 


But lpke rude beeſtes vnaduiſedly 


Lakkynge diſcrecyon they compare ⁊ applype 
O'ktheyꝛ fowlelynne the voluptuouſe delpght 
To the labetous trauayleoftheconflyct ⁊ fyght 
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And pet alas he that ofte hath knowen 
What grycke it is by longe experyence 
Ok hiscruell enempe to de ouer thꝛowen 
Sholde ones at the leſt wyſe do his diligence 
To pꝛoue and aſſaye with manly defence 
what pleaſurethere is what honour peace & reſt 
In gloziouſe victozye tryumphe and conqueſt 
The. xuj.rule. e 
Though thou be tempted diſpayꝛe the nothynge 
Bemembzethe glozyous apoſtle ſaynt Poule 
wWhan he had ſeen god in his perfyte beynge 
Leſt luche reuclac von ſholde his herte cxtolle 
Dis fleſſhe was ſuffred rebeil agaynſt the loule 
This dyd almyghty god ol his goodnes pꝛouyde 
(To pzelerue his ſerxuaunt fro Þ daunger ot pꝛyde 


And here take hede that he whom god dyd loue 
And foꝛ his mooſt eſpectall veſſell choſe 
Rauplſhed in to the thyꝛde heuen aboue 
pet ſtode in peryll leſt pzyde mpght hym depole 
well ought we then our hertes fence xcloſe 
Agapnſt vayngloꝛpye the mother okrepꝛpeke 
Che very crop and rote ot all myſchefe 


Agapnſt this pompe ⁊ wꝛetched woꝛldes gioſe 
Conſydꝛe how criſtthe lozde ſouereyne powert 
Humbled him ſelfe fo2 vs vnto the croſſe 
And peraducture deth with in one howre 
Shal vs bereue: welth ryches and honowre 
And bꝛyng vs down ful lo w both ſmal a grete 
To byle cat pon and wꝛetched woꝛmeg mete 


Here folow the. xii.wepens ol ſpirytual batayle 
which euery man ſhuld haue at hand whe 
_ ofaſpynful temptac pon cõmeth to his mynde. 


The pleſure lytle + ſhoꝛt p fere ot ĩpenitet deptyng 


The folowers gryet c he⸗ Eternal top etnal payne 
„„ p nature ⁊ dygnyteotf mã 
The loſſeof a bettyr thyng p peace ofa good mynde 
This lyte a dʒꝛeme and a The gret bñkytes ot god 
ſhadowe Cuhpe peyntul cros of cryſt 
Che deth at our hand The wytnes ol martyꝛs 
. bnware 1 and example oſtayntes. 
Che. xii. wepens haue we moe at lengh de 
clared as hit folowyt h. 
Che pleaſure lytie and ſhoꝛt 
Conſydze well the plealure that thou haſt 
Stande hit in towehyng 02 in wanton ſyght 
In vayne ſmell oz in thy lycozouſeta(t 
Oꝛ fpnally in what ſocuerdelyght 
Occupped is thy wꝛetched appetyght 
Thou ſhalt hit fynde when thou haſt al caſt 
Lytle/ſymple/ſhoꝛt/and ſodenly paſt 
The bolowers gryete e heupnes 
- Ony good wark yfthourwth labour do 
The labour goth / the goodnes doth remayne 
It thou do euyl with pleaſure ioyned therto - 
The pleaſure which thpne cupll Wark doth cotayne 
Glydeth his wey thou maſt hymnot reſtrayne 
The eupl theninthy beſt cleueth behynde 
wyth grudgeofhert# heuynes of mpnde 
CThhcelolleoka better thyng. 
when thou laboꝛeſt thy pleſure foꝛʒ to bye 
Upon the pꝛyce loke thou the Well aduyſe 


. 


þ pleſure | 


- | 
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Thou ſelleſt thy ſoule therfoze tuyn by a by 
Co thy mooſt vttre diſpitcoule enempes 
O mad merchaunt o foliſſh merchaundpſe 
To by a trytle/o chyldyſſhe ——7 
And pap therefoꝛe ſo dere a pzecpoule thyng 

| This lyte a dꝛeme and a ſhadow 
This wꝛetchedlife (the truſt a confidente | 
Ol whole contynuaunce maketh vs bolde to ſynne) 
Thou perteiueſt weil by cxperience 
Sith that houre in Wiche hit dyde begynne 
Dit holdeth on the tcourſe and wyll not lynne 
Brut faſt hit rynneth on and paſlen ſhall 

As doth a dꝛeme oz a ſadowe on the Wall 
3 Deth atour hand and bnware 
Conſydꝛe well that euer nyght and daye 
Whyle that we beſyly pꝛouyde and care 
Foz oure diſpoꝛt reuell mpꝛth and play 
Foz pleſaunt melody and deyntp fare 
Deth ſtelyth on ful ſlyly and vnware 
He lieth at hand and ſhall vs entrepꝛiſe 

We not how ſoone noꝛ in what maner wiſe 

Fereok impenitent departynge 

Itthou ſholdeſt godoifende thynke how therfoze 

Thou Were foꝛthwith in very Jcoperdous caſe 
Foz happelp thou ſholdeſt not lyue an houre moze 

| —— to clenſe/x thought thou haddeſt ſpace; 
{5 eraduenture ſholdeſt thou lacke the grace 

Well ought we then bea ferde to done offence 
Impenitent leſt we departen hens 
BE. Eternall rewarde eternal! payne 

Thou ſeeſt this woꝛlde is but a thoꝛowfare 

Se thou behaue the Wilely with thy hooſt 


Hens muſt thounedesdepartenaked#bare 
And afterthy delerte loke co what cooſt 
Thou arte conuaped at ſuche tyme as thy gooſt 
from this wzetched carkas ſhall dyſſeuer 
Be hit Joye oꝛ payne/ endure hit thou ſhall foz euer. 
The nature and dygnite ok man = 
Remembꝛe how god hath made the reſonable 
L yke vnto his Image and fygure 
And foz the ſuſfred papnes intollcrable 
That he foz aungell neuer Wolde endure 
Regardeo man thyne excellent nature 
Thou that with aungeil arte made to bene 
Fon very ſhame be not the deupllles thzail, 
The peace ot a good mynde. 
why loueſt thou lo this bzotle wozldes Jope 
Tate all the mpꝛth take all the fantaſies 
Tate euery game / take cucry wanton tope 
(Take euer ſpoꝛt that men can the deuyſe 
And amonge them all on warant ple 
Thou ſhait no pleaſure comparable fynde 
To thynwarde gladnes ofa vertuous mynde 
The grete benefpces ot god. 


egal 


; By \ydc that god the bought & fourmed both 


Many a benefyte haſt thou recepued of his 
Though thou hauemoucd hymofrcnto be woth 
pet he the kepte hath and bꝛought vs vp to thig 
And daylp calleth vpon the to his blys 
How mayſt thou then to hym vnloupnge be 
That euer hath ben ſo louvnge vnto the. 
The paynkull croſſe ofchzpſt. 
Mhan thou in flame ok the temptacpon frpeſt 


Thyukeon the very lamentable payne 

Cyhpnke on the pytcouſe crolſſe of wofull chayft 
th yntze on his blode bet out at cuery vayne 
CTypnke on his pꝛecyous herte bᷣetued in twapne 
Thynke how foꝛ thy redempepon all was wꝛought 
Lct hm not leie that he ſo dere hath bought 
The wptnes of martyꝛs example oł iapntes 
Spune to wirhſtonde laye not thou laktzeſt mygyht 
Suche allcgacyons folyc hit is to vie | 
The wytues of layntes + martyꝛs conſtant fyghe. 

Shall the ot louthfullcowardyſe actuſe 
Soo wyll the heipe t thou do not retuſe 
pt other haue ſtande oʒ this: thou mapſt eft ſoont 
Noth nge impoſſible is that hath bene doone 


Che.xij. ꝓpettees 02 codicyong ol a loutt 
To louc one alone and tontempne all other fo:Þ one 
Co thynke hym vihappy that is not with his loue 
Co adournc hym ſcite foz the pleaſurc of his loue 
= _—_ all thyng thoughe hit were dcth io be with 
His loue | ig | 
Co deſpꝛe alſo to ſuffre ſhame harme foꝛʒ his loue and 
to thynze that hurte ſwete 1 
o be wir his loue euer as he map yf not in dede pet 
nnn 
Co louẽ au thynge p pertepneth vnto his loue 
To coueite the pzapſeof his loue and not to luſfte ony 
dyſpzayſe =» | WM 
To beleueof his louc all thynges extellent a to deſpꝛe 
that all folkeſholdethynketheſamc 8 
To wepe olten with his louc; in pzeſence loꝛ Jope in 


dbſence cefbs kv;owe | [ 

e ener andeuerto burneinthedetzeok Tis 

| is loue. : 
2 his loue nothyng thynkyngeof ony rewar⸗ 1 

de oꝛ p:oiyte, 

Tthe.xij. pꝛopertees we haue at length moꝛe 

openiy ex pꝛeſſed in balade as hu tolo weth. 


UU tout popnt is toloue but one alone 
And foz that one all other to fozſake 
Foz who ſo loueth many loueth none 5 
Che flode that is in many chanelles take 1 
In eche okthem ſhall keble ſtremes make | 
The loue that is dcuyded amonge many 

Uancth ſuffyleth that ony parte haue ony 


So thou that haſt thy loue ſet vnto god 

I thy remembꝛaunce this enpꝛynt 4 graue 
As he in ſoucrapne dignyte is odde 

So wyll he in loue no partynge felowes haue 

Louehymtherfo:c with all that he the gaue 

Foz body / ſo wle wytte / cõnpnge/mynde x thought 
Parte wyll he none but eyther all oʒ noughe 

The ſcconde pꝛoperte. 

Ok his loue lo the ſyght and company 

To the louer lo glad and pleaſaunt is 

That who ſo hath the = ace to come therbp 

He iudgeth hym in perkyte Jope and bißs 

And who ſo ok that company doth myſſe 

Lyue he inneucr ſo pꝛolperous eſtate 

He echpnketh hym wꝛetched and infoztunate 


Ho ſholde the louer ok god etteme that he 


whiche all the plea ure hath / myꝛth and dilpozte 


That in this woꝛlde is poſſible to be | 
pet tyll the tymethat he mape ones reſoꝛte 
Unto that blyſſed toyfull heucnly pozte 


Is voydeofparfyte ioye and delygh 
„ Chethyꝛde pꝛoperte. 
Che thyꝛde poynt ofa partyte louer is 

To matze hym freſſhecoſethat all thynge bene 


Apo ynted well and nothynge ſet a mys 


But all well falchoned/pꝛopꝛe/goodlp/ꝝ clene 
That in his parſone there be nochyngeſene 
In ſpeche/ap geſture/loke oꝛ pate 
That map olfende oꝛ mynyſſhe ony grace 


So thou that wylte with god gete in to fauoure 
 Garnyſlhe typ leite vp in as goodiy wyſe 
As comelp be as honeſt in behauoure 
As hit is polſyble fo: thetodcuyle-— 
4 that thou ſholdeſt aryte 
And in the glalle vpon thy body pzowle 
But with fayꝛe vertue to adourne thy foule 
Che fourth pꝛoperte. ' | 
Ik ioue be tronge-hote-myghty and feruent 
There map no trouble greyfe 02 ſoꝛow fall 
But that the louer wolde be well content 
All to endure and thynke hit eketoſmall 
Thoughe hit were deth lo he myght therwithall 
The ioptull pꝛelente of that perſdneger 
On whom he hath his herte and louẽ Jlet 


De” \ 


Where heofgod map hauethe gopous tyghe | 
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Onp dyſtres oꝛ 


Halle the dolour 
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thelouer becontens 

20W to endure 

Rather then to —— 

And glad to dye ſo that he maye be ſure 

By his departynge hens fo to pzocure 

After this valey dartze / the heuenly/ly 

And of his loue the glozyoule bleſſed 
The fyfrt pꝛoperte. 


Thus ſholdeof 


* 


Notoncly a louer content is in his herte 


But couepteth eke and longeth to ſuſtapne 
Some laboure incommodite oꝛ ſmarte 
Loſſc aduerſyte / trouble / greyfe oʒ payne 
And ok his ſoꝛo we Jopfull is and fayne 


And happy thynketh hym ſelfe that he may take 
Some myladucnturefoz his louers lake 


Thus ſholdeſt thou that loueſt god alſo 


In thyne herte wylſhe, coueyte and be glad 


Foꝛ hym to ſuffre trouble papne and woo 
Foꝛ whom pk thou be neuer ſo woo beſtade 
pct thou ne ſhalt ſuſteyne ( be not — 7 


| =" preg rep du 
Thathcallredy — 609-000 
The. vi. pꝛoperte. 5 
The parkyte louer longeth foꝛ to be 
n 
nd yk hit happelp ſo be fall that he 
May not as he wolde: he wyl pct as he may 
Euer be with his loue that is to laye 
where his heuy body nyl be bꝛought 


He nr r 


Lo in lpke maner the louer of god ſholde 
At the leſt in ſuche wyle as he may 
It he may not in ſuche wyſe as he wolde 
Be pꝛelent with god and conuerſaunt alway 
Foz certes who io lyſt he may puruey 
Though al p woꝛlde wolde hym therfro beryuen 
To vere his body in erth his mynde in heuen 
There is no page dʒ ſcruaunt moſt 02 leſt 
Cyat doth vpon his ioue attende 3 wayte 
There is no lytle wozme no ſymple beſt 
He none ſo ſmall a tryfleoz contepte 185 
Laſe/gy2dcll/poynt/02 pꝛopꝛe gloue ſtrapte 
But that pt᷑ to his louc hit haue ben nere 
The louer hath hit pꝛetyous/lepte / dere 


So euery relyque Image oz pycture 

(That doth pertapne to goddes magnpfycente 

The louer of god ſholde wyth all beſy cure 
Haue hit in loue honoure and reuerence 

And ſpetpaup gvue them pꝛeemynente 

which daply done his bleſſed body wyꝛche 
- Thcquykrclyqucs the mynyſtres ot his chyꝛch 

The. vin.pzoperte 

A verp louer aboue all erthlythyng 

Couepteth and longeth euer moe to here 

Tuhonoure lawde commendacpon and pꝛapſyng 
And cuerp thyng that may the fame clere 

Ok his loue/he map in no manere 

Endure to here that there fro myghten varp 

Oz ony thyng ſowne in to the contrary 


| 


The loucr of god ſholde couepte in lyke wple 
To here his honoure wozlhyp laude and pzayſe 
whole ſouereygne goodnes none herte may copzple 
whom hcll/crth-andalltheheuenobapyſe - 
Whoſe parfycelouer ought by no maner wayes 
To ſuffre the curſcd woꝛdes of blaſphemp * 
Oz ony thynge ſpoken of god vnreuerently 
The. ix.pꝛop ert. 
A very louct beleueth in his mynde 
On whom ſo euer he hath his herte J bent 
That in that perſone men map nothynge fynde 
But honozable wozthy and excellent 
And ecke lurmountynge karre in his entent 
All other that he hath knowen by lyght oꝛ name 
N. Wolde that euerp man ſholde chynke the ſame 


Ok god lyke wyſe fo wonderkull and hye 
All thynge eſteme e iudge his loucrought 
So reuctence wozlhyp yonour c magnyfpe 
That all the creatures in this woꝛlde Iwꝛought 
In comparyſon ſholde he ſet at nuought 
And glad be yt he myghtthemeanedeupſe 
That all the woꝛlde Wolde thynken in lyke wyſe 
Che. x.pꝛoperte | Mi . 
Che loucr is of colour deed and pale 
There wyll no ſlepe in to his eyen ſtal 

He ſauozeth neyther mete / wyne / noꝛ ale 

He myndeth not what men about hym talke 

But ete he dꝛynke he ſyt lye downeoꝛ Walke 

He burneth euer as hit Were with a kyze 
In the feruent heteol his delpꝛe 


—— — 


i. 


- — — 


Co haue hym contynually in remembꝛaunce 


—— 


Here ſholde the louer ol godenſample take 


With yym in pꝛayer and medytacpon wake 
Wy pie other playe- reuell /ſynge / anddaunce 


. Nonecrthly Jop / diſpoꝛt/oʒ vayne pleſaunce 


Solde hym delpte oꝛ ony thynge remoue 
His ardent mynde from god his heupnly loue 
Dpyuerſly paſſponcd is the louers herte 


' NoWpleſaunt hope now dꝛede and greuous kere 


Now parfyte blyſſe now bytter ſoꝛowe ſmarte 
And whether his loue be with hym oz elles where 


Obft from his epen there falleth many a tere 


Fo: very Jop / ohen they togyther be 


Whan they be ſondꝛed: fozaducrſyte. 


XL yke alfeccyons feleth eke the beſt 

Df goddes louer in p2ayer and meditacyon 
Whan that his loue lyketh u hym reſt 
With in warde gladnes ol plealaunt cõtemplacpon 
Out bꝛeke the teres fo Aare and delectacyon 
And whan his louc lyſt eſte to parte hym fro 


Out bꝛeke the teres agayne fo payne ⁊᷑ Woo 


Che. xij.pꝛoperte. 
A very loucr wyll his louc obaye 
His Joye it is and all his appetyght 
Co papne hym ſelfe in all that euer he mape 
That parſone in whom he ſet hathe his delyghe 
Dylygent to ſexrue bothe day and nyght 


oz very loue / without ony regarde 


To oup pꝛofyte gwerdon oz rewarde 


«<> «ik am \@ G43 \. 


So thou lyke Wyſe that haſt thyne herte J (et 
- Upwarde to god ſo well thy ſelfeendeucre 
So ſtudyoully that nothynge may the let 
Not foꝛ his ſerupte ony wyſe diſſeuere 
Frely loke eke thou ſerue that therto neuer 
CTruſt of rewarde oꝛ p2ofyte do the bynde 
But onelp faythfull herte#loupngemynde 


Wa geles to ccrue.tij.thynges may vs moue 


Fpꝛſt yk the ſerupte leite be deſyzable 


Seconde yt they whom that we ſerue e loue 
Be very good and very amwabe 
Th yꝛdely ol reaſon be we ſeruyſable 
Without the gapynge after ony moze 

To luche as haue done moche foz vs befoze 


Serue god loz loue then / not fo hope ol mede 
What ſeruyce maye ſo deſyꝛable be 
As whert all turneth to thyne owne ſpede : 
Who is lo good ſo louely eke as he 
Who hath all redy done ſo moche fo2 the 
As he that fyꝛſt the made: and on the rode 
Eft the redemed with his pꝛecyous blode 
A pꝛaper ot Picus Mirandula vnto god 
O holy god ofd2cdefull mageſtee 
UVerelp one in.iij.and thꝛe in one . 5 
Whom aungelles (crue whoſe werk all creatures be 
Whiche heuen and erth directeſt all alone 
We the beleche good loꝛde with wofull mone 
Spare vs w:ctches # walſhe away our gylt 
nnen i 

ij. 


Ju rape balàuce ot tygoꝛous iudgement 
f thou tholdeſt our lynne pondꝛe and wey 
Who able wert to bete thy punyſſhment 
The hole engyne ok all this wozlde J ſape 
Che eng ne that enduren ſhall fozape 
With Cuche examynacpon might not ſtande 
Spacc ol a moment in thynt angry hande 


Who is not boꝛne in ſynne oꝛiginall 

Who doth actuall ſyune in ſondzy wyſe 
But thou good loꝛde arte he that ſpareſt all 
With pyteouſe mercy temperyngeiuſtyce 
Jan as thou doeſt rewardes vs dcuyce 
Aboue our merpte/ſo doeſt thou diſpence 
Thy punpſſhement karre vndꝛe our offence 


Mone is thy mercy farre then all our ſynne 

To gpue them allo that buWozthy be . 
Moe godip is and moze merey thertny 5 
Howbehit: woꝛthy Jnough are thep perdce 
Be they neuer ſo vnWozthy: whom that he 
L pft to actept where ſo euer he caketh : 
Whom he vnwozthy fpndeth wozthy maketh 


 Wherfoze goodlozdethatayemercyfullarte 
Unto thy grace and ſouerapne dygnyte 
We ſelp wzetches crye with humble herte 
Ourt lynnes fozget and out malygnite 
With pyteous eyes ot thy benygnyte 


Frendip lokeon vs ones thyneoWne 


Seruaũteg on ſynners whether hit lyketh the 


Synners pf thou oureryme beholdecertayne 
Out crymethe warke ol our vntoꝛteyſt mynde 
But yf thy gyftes thou beholde agayne 
Thy gyltes noble wonder tull and ande 
Chou ſhalte vs then the ſame perlones fynde 
Which are to the and haue be longe + wg 

th grace 


Scruauntes by nature thyldzen bp 


But this thy goodnes wꝛyngeth vs alas 
Foz we whom grace had made thy chyldꝛen dert 
Are made thy gylty tolke by our treſpace 
Synne hath vs gylty made this many a pere 
But let thy grace / thy grate that hath no pere 
 Ofour offence ſurmounten all the pꝛeace 

That in our lynne thyne honour may encreate | 
Fo: though thy wildom/though thy ſouerayn powꝛe 
May other wyſle appere ſuſfytyentiy 1- 
As thynges whiche thy creatures cucry houre 
All with one voycedcclareandteſtyfye 
Thy goodnes: yet thy ſynguler mercy 15 
Thy pytcous hertethy garcyous indulgence 
Nothpynge lo clerelp ſheweth as our offence 


What but dur ſynne hath ſhewed that myghtylouc: 
Wp iche able was thy dꝛedfull mageſtee 
To dꝛawe downe in to erth fro heuen aboue 

And trucylye god / that we pooze wWꝛetches we 
Sholde from our fylthy ſynne Jclenſcd be 

With blode and water of thyne owne ſyde 
That ſtremed from thy blyſſed woundes wyde 


Thyloueand pyte thus o heuenly kynge * 
Our tuylimakech:materofchy goodnes 
O loue o pyte our welth ay pzoupdpnge 
O goodnes ſerupng thy ſeruauntes in diſtreg 
O loueo ppte well nygh now thankles 
O goodnes myghty gracyous and wyſe 
And pet almoſt now vaynquyſſhed with our byce 


Graunt I the pꝛaye ſuche hete in to myne herte 
That to this loue of thyne map be egall 
raunt me fro ſathanas ſeruyce to aſtert 
__ W#rhwhommerueth ſo longe to be thꝛall 
Staus me good loꝛde and creatour of all 
da betlame to quenche of all ſynfuli detyze 
And in thy loue let all myne herte a fyze 


5 That whanthe iournap ofthis deedly lyfe 
4 1 [1 My ſely gooſt hath fynylſhed and thenſe 
Departen muſt: without his fleſſhiy wyke 
Alone in to his loꝛdes hygh pꝛeſente 
He map the kynde: o well ot indulgence 
Ju thy lozdechyp not as a lozde:but rather 1 
A father. * 


(Enpꝛynted at London in the Fleteſtrete 
at the ſogneolthe Sonne / by me 
Wynn pn de worde. 
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